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Fs him = reads un . 


Riewds, The ibis — which I have declared of, 
8 are not thing of — min did I receive them, but 
by the — of jeſus Chriſt, which is contraryro 
the Wisdom tud will of Man: Nor to the Wiſdom ind Will 
of Man do I commend them to be received; for the Natural 
mans Wiſdom receiverh not the things of the Spirit of God, 
therefore would devour that which is born thereof So, to char 
Wiſdom I appear nor, being a light thing to me to de judged 
qhereof : But if any one know the Gift of God, and a Meaſure 
of that Spirir which openeth the boſom of the Father, and re- 
yeales his Secrets unto Babes: The leaſt Meaſure of that (if 
not clouded with the Imaginations) will ſavour theſe things; 
and to ſuch they may be profitable : So to the Light of Chriſt, 


that which changeth not in every one, I appear to be judged 
and diſcerned, which is one ia the Male and in the Female, for 


therein alone, both theſe things, and all other that proceed | 
from that Root, make for gathering creatures together, unto 
that One Name and Seed, wherein all the Nations of the Earth 


are bleſſed : As therewith they are gathered into the one Word 


of Faith, & Power of Life, to believe and ſpeak the ſame things 
in the godly Converſation, which leadeth to the end of all 
Reats, Schiſmes, Hereſies and Errors, Sects and Diviſions 
into tliat one Name to be baptized where the fulgeſs of God 


is, bleſſed for ever. 


So whoever thou art that ſhall read theſe Particulars follow- 


ing, or any thereof, and ſhall find any thing which for the pteſenr 
thou canſt not receive; be warnen that which yet 
thou knowſinot,nor kick not againſt that, ich comes contra- 
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rf to thy will leſt tbou put far from thee in thy will,thae, 
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will of dan, notby the will of Man could be received ; but b 


eth thou tead ſt them; which if thou know ſt ſacha —— thee, 
and ſtand'ſt ſingle therein, in the meek Spirit, not li 


Let bim that reads underſtand. 


therewith thou canſt not call again, & the day of thy 1 ä 
paſs aver una wares, and in the evil day thou be made to cry out, 
How have I bated Inſfraction, and refifted the day of Healing 


And this know, that no Pr of old ever come þy the 


thoſe that ſtood in their own wills was ever reſiſted; And 
muſt it bein theſe things, unleſs with te eye that never chang- 
2- 


bove thy meaſure, thou wilt come to feel how that of Gol in 
thee, anſwers to the things of God, 28 face anſwers face ; and 
find them to agree with the life of the Scriptures, though for the 
preſent ſome things appear darkly 3 for to that Seed which is 
not of this World; nich ſavours ſpiritually, and judgeth not 
according co out ward appearance, is my ſervice. And tothat 
of God in every conſcience am I manifeſt, if therein I be te- 
ceĩved; however a good ſayour am I unto the Lord, in them 
thar are ſaved, and in them that periſh, at that d y when it (ball 


appeat, that I have not handled the Word o! God deceitfully: 
Thou 


SI 


gb, with the Swine who feeds on the Hosk, this may be 
t ampled on,and I ſought to be tent, i to ſuch it comerowhom 


3 ſend it not. 
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Concerning the Fall of Man. 


N- the beginning God made all things good, ſo did he man, 
whom then he made in his own Image, & plac'd in him his own 

' Wiſdom & Power, whereby he was compleatly furnifh'd with 
Dominion, Power, and Authority over the Works of God's 
Handi, knowing the nature and uſe of each Creature, by what God 
had placed in him of himſelf, who in that ſtate was the Son of God, 
whoſe ſeed was in himſelf, God alſo made the Tree of Life in the 
mid'ſt of the Garden, and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, and both of theſe were good in their place; but the Tree of 
Knowledge not good for Food : therefore did he that made it, 
fore warn of it, s the thing wherein Death was placed, as in the 


placed; the Life and the Death; the Obedience and the Diſobedi- 
ence Election and Reprobation, and theſe were good for man in 


placed him in the good, and fore-warned him of the Knowledge, 
and gave him power 6. rag it, whil'ſt he ſtood in that wii which had 
ſer all theſe things in t 


diſobedience was received in, of that which was contrary to the 
will of God to feed upon, then he joyned to that which was contra - 
ry, where in the weakneſs was, & the death, darkneſs and blindneſs, 
as to the things of God, & chat which freely he had received of god, 
and grew ſubtil within himſelf, and wiſe to do evil, ſo that he had 
loſt the will that was free to wait upon God in his wiſdem & coun- 
ſel, freely to be carried forth by him; and ſo from the uprightneſs 
| and innocency, and pure wiſdom and ſpiritual power, which God 
| had placed in his heart, he fell, and into the ſe]f-inventions which 
he had choſen in the contrary will; and ſo entering into the forbid- 

den thing, became accurſed, loſt the meaſure of God, his honor and 
likeneſs, in which he Rood above the Creation, and ſo became bru- 
B 


other Tree was Life And herein was the Bleſſing and the Curſe | 
their place, whileſt man ſtood in his place, guided by that which - 


their place, which will was free for God, and 
- from in; and the will ef God and the will of man was one, and (a. 
at Unity with all the Creation: But when man looked ont into t&;>3 
. * 9 1 r 
other, where he ruled who abides not in the Truth, wherein tu 
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| Concerning the Fall of May" | 
tith in bis underſtanding, and as to the things of God, as the Beaſts 
that periſh 3 for the Seed he had loſt, wherein the Election, the 
© Wiſdom, the Authority, and all Happineſs, preſent and Eternal, 
did conſiſt; and fo becameled by another Seed, wherein God had 
placed emptineſs, of himfelf; which he had raifed up for diſhonor: 
And here it is that Man hath loſt his dominion. over the devil, by 
letting bim in, which otherwiſe had never power further then t 
proffer, which.now being got in with a ſhew of God and Godlineſs 
| igto the Temple of God the principle part in man and Man having 
joy neq in one with him, now is become his Captive, in whom he 
makes bavock, beguiling bim of the life of ſimplicity ad godli- 
neſs, and perverting his wayes, as to the end for which man was 
made; yea, the mercies that God gives to that creature, he being 
above, and Ruler in the heart, are turned to the Luſt that is carnal 
| and ſclf-ended; and to that Luſt & ſelf: ended things the man's be- 
come a Servant; yea, hath ſo loſt his dominion, us he is brought to 
fer ve the creature, oyer which he was Ruler: bence it is, that men 
become ſervants, and are captivated; ſome with covetouſneſs, ſome 
- with Pride, ſome with Luſt, and many other ſeveral things, which 
are ROE {ors in the heart of man hereby he is hufryed with 
all eager neſs gut of all moderation, hunting after vanity and folly: 
yea, what vain toyes and fooliſh trifles bath led away the heart of 
man from the pure wiſdom of his God, till he ſcarce knows any end 
Funny after changable things, gluttony and exceſs in dyet, yet 
not ſatisfied ; foolery in apparel, without all ſtay or ſtop, being 
1 wholly fallen from that which is unehangable, the true ſatisfaRion 
Aud honor; and the further man goes in this ſtate, the more empti- 
neſs and darkneſs comes in upon himſelf; and being fallen under 
the earthly principle, he is covered with thick darkneſs, ſo that the 
mind of God he know not, nor his own wofull ſtate he ſees not, 
the god of this world having blinded the eye which ſhould ſhew 
him his miſery; and. the car being ſtopt, which ſhould hear the 
voice of the ſouls ſhepherd,: whereby he ſhould be quickned, his 
eye and ear being led out to carnal things, and thoſe captivated,ſo 
that the voice of the Spirit he- knows not. And ſo being become 
heart-blind, cannot receive the way in Spirit, and whatſoever is 
fpoken to man in this ſtate, in love to the Soul which lies in death; 
the Serpent being above upon theEarth,catcheth the thing into the 
imaginations, & the creature being led to conſult with him the 
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Concerning le Fal of ad, 3 
inthe fleſh, he beguiles the creature of the ſimplicity, and ſo.keeps 
the creature in ſelf, that he regards nor the Sced of God which is 
fallen under all this death and darkneſs; ſo long as the creature will 
but harken to him, and his lying promiſis, he will lead him from 
one thing to anotherſin things without, but never to ſee that from 
whence he is Therefore to all in this ſtate, Chriſt and all bis 

Miniſters wee all might turn their minds from 
. theſe dead works to the living God, who ls a Spirit, knoun in Spi- 

rit, and ſo worſhipped, whoſe kingdom is within, & whoſe light is in 
the midſt of all this darkneſs, though the darkneſs comprebend it 
not; but as many as repent of their following this way of ſelf-wiſ+ 
dom & knowledge, & come to ſtand ſtill, to ſuch he ſhows his ſalva: 
tion, and his kingdom near at hand; which the Serpent, whil'ſt they. 
follow him, doth put atar off: And as the mind is ſtaid to wait for 
the kingdom of God in Spirit, the god of the world comes ta be 
denyed and reliſted: andas the mind is ſtaid in the light fr om hark- 
ning to the earthly; ſo that ſeed that lies in death, comes to hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and to receive life and ſtrength from 
the Word, whereby it is rais d out of the Grave, and appears above 
the Earth, to receive from the Father the Dew of Heaven, where- 
by it is nouriſhed and refreſhed; and as man beholds the Seed grow- 
ing. ſo he comes to ſee the newCreation,and what he loſt in theFall, 
and ſo is reſtored by the power of the Word, in the Son of God, in- 
to his Dominion, Power, and Purity, made able to reſiſt the Devil, 
to chuſe the thing that is good, and delight in it, as before he de- 
lighted in the contrary; ſo comes man to be reconciled to bis Ma- 
ker, in the eternal Unity, beyond what is to be expreſſed; The 
Wiſdom and Power received from above, whereby the heart is ſet 
free from Corruption, and made able to eſcape the Poflutions of the 
World, and to run the pure Wayes with delight, which is the glori- 
ous Liberty of the Sons of God, the Reſurrection from the Dead, 
and the Entrance into the Everlaſting Reſt. 

And now all who find your ſelves fallen from your Dominion, 
that mea ſure of God which he placed in man, from which herecei- 
ved Power and wiſdom over the evilone; and now finde your 
ſelves led captive with the evil one, into the wayes of Death, Sin 
and Evil: ſo that corruption hath got Dominion on you, and over 
you: never look to be reſtored by that which leads out, for that 
1 hich acts in the fleſli ĩs only evil, and will lead you from mountain 
B 2 to 


1 Concerning the Fall of u 25 
dll, and ſo keep you doing without, 1a ſelf, without life and 
Pad healing your ſel ves in falſe perſwaſions, which will not 


and in ſtead in the evil day, nor reconcile to God to be accepted 


in any thing you do; for that is the firſt man. with his righteoufneſs: 
But to that from which you are fallen muſt you look, and return 


into that from which you are gone out, that by he thats in the 
.midR of all this darkneſs and death, you may be fed Iu again by the 
Mood of the Croſs, through the fire and Sword, into the Garden 
of Sed where he plants and feeds, into which the old man, with 
his will and- wor ks, cannot enter, nor he whoſe Leader is any viſible 
thing; for by the Spirit from whence mas is fallen and gone out, 
by the fame muſt he be led in again; and that feed; which man hath 
ſinned againſt, maſt make the atonement, to which the promiſe is, 
which is free, and ſets all free, as they are born thereof: So that 
which leads out into the Knowledge, is the Fall; but that which. 
leack into the Simplicity of Life, which js manifeſt in the Spirit, and 
not in the Knowledge of the firſt man, that leads to the Reſurection 

- of, Life; for it is the hidden wiſdom that God ordained before the 


world unto glory: So to the hidden man of the heart muſt you look. 
0 find it, which is not corruptible. 


Concerning Light and Life, 


d is the life of every creature, though few there be that know- 
it; for the Darkneſs ſces him not, nor his Life; hou the 
Children of Darkneſs have got words in the Scripture (which were 
iven forth from the Light) to talk of, yet God, ſuch know not pre- 
Cnc for the firſt beginning of God in the world is Light: God 
ſaid, Let there be Light, and it was ſo. And this Light God ſaw that it 
was good; This is that which was in the beginning wich God, the 
Word, by which all things were made and ſeen; and withont this 
was nothing made that was made, nor any thing ſeen to be good, & 
Darkneſs was over the Face of all the Waters, till the Light, which 
from the Word came, who is the Life, which Life is the Light of 
men - So none can ſee the Life, but with the Light, which from the 
Life comes, which to the Life leads all that come: So this that was 
in the beginning is given to = in order all the Creation ; That is 
gead; but the Darkneſs comprebends it not,though it ſhine in it: So 
All that abide in the Darkneſs are dgſtroyed, nat 
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diſcerning-the Life, 
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Concerning Tigi and Hf. 5. 

to order and govern the Creation in the Light. | 

So all that go out of the Light go into the Darkneſs, and there 
the Life and Image of Ged is loſt, and there is the Fall; and all, who 
there abide, are reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs, not knowing the 
Life which breaks the Bonds and Chains of Iniquity, and opens the 
Grave and Priſon Door: and here the Soul being in Death, breath - 
ing after the Light, but Darkneſs got aboye; in the Darkneſs is the - © * 
Creature led into Sets, Opinions, and Errors, after the Imaginati- 
ons, to ſeek Life; but further, it runs here to the ſenſual Wiſdom, 
further into Death and Darkneſs, till the Creature be ſo blinded in 
phe under ſtanding, that he thinks and imagius, he doth God Ser vice 
when he is acting againſt the Life of God, both in himſelf, and 
others; ſo comes the Creature of God, and his Life, wberewith God 
did furniſh him re do his Will, wholly to be loſt, and the Goſpel hid 
that ſhould recover him again; the godd of this World having ſo 
blinded the mind, and thereby ſo far alienated him from the Life 
of God, that he neither had power and fe to do the vi of God, nor 
light to know where to have it; in this condition of death, and with- 
out the Life of God, hall the Creature never be without profeſſion, or 
ſome conceit or other, to keep in a vain hope of Salvation. 

And here is the ſole ground and cauſe, why we have ſo many ſorts 
of Forms, and Opinions, and Wayes to Worſhip, but none that do 
good, nor live in what they ſay, becauſe all have loſt the fe of God 
which is only able to bring forth the Righteon/neſs of God. And 
Self having got the Form, into the Imagination, above the /ife,can- 
not receive the Light that lies under, that condemns it : So all the 
world lies in darkneſs, yea, thick darkyeſ7 is upon all the Seas, and the 
great depth is cover d with groſs darkneſs; and fromthence is the 
Imagination ſpread over all, ſo that none can witneſs the Work of 
God, neither know the beginning nor end thereof; and this is the 
cauſe of Condemnation, and it reſts upon all who are out of the life 
of God : And no other way there is appointed of the Father, to 
come out of this condition, but Chriſt Jeſas the light and life of men, 
who is. the Light that is in the World, though the World know him 
not; which Light ſhines in Darkneſs, but cannot therewith be com- 
prehended; which Light is the Revealer of Darkneſs,and manifeſt 
the deeds thereof; and the firſt appearance of this in the Creature, 
ſhews the darkneſs,and captivity that is in the darkneſs, till which 
the Creature never comes to fee the wretched condition that man uw 
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An, who is without G wy a7 Life nor til then will the Creatbre be 
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willing to ſtand ill to ſee God's Salvation ; but is full with vain 
Hopes Conkeits, and ] a pp :& the vail is over the heart, and 
what Go 19 there v ri keen; and ſo being whole, needs 
nor e th ylcian./ 10 ht blind l Heart tbe Grieature reads the 
e ſtea iſ that the Children of Light ſpoke 
_of,who had the LiF e $erd was taiſed out of the Grave, 
co 0 b the Promiſe is; e ther knows Law nor Goſpel; nei- 
cher he ſo far as (ery; yet boalting of Chriſt. | 

| Bu when 75 Cle nded, the Creature comes to ſer D -ath 
*y nlgg,and felt 4 hoot che Layr,weith that Light which was 


en 2 out of the Pohution and Defilements; and ſœto keep 

be life clear and anſpotred. With that light, that is ſeen and judg'd 
Which bath paſs d over the Life and detil d it, and that which bach 
gendered to Bondage i Seen, and the Hardneſs of Heart com- 

ech to be Felt, and the Cauſe Seen, eyen the great Tranſgrelſion 
of the pure Law z and ſo cometh the Fear of Cod r take hold of 
the man that hath lived out of the Life ot God, and taketh Plea- 
ſure in Unrighteouſnels; and the Creature then finds trouble 

within, even where the ſtrong man did, keep the Houf in peace; 
and abiding in the Light, the Cauſe and End vi it is ſeen; and 
dwelling i in the Fear, Wiſdom is received from :bove. to aepart from the 
Iniquity; and in departing from the uigviti, there is à coming near- 
er to God; ſo the Light grows and ſprings, as there is a coming 
nearer to the juſt Paths of Life, And as the Light ariſeth the Crea. 
tion is ſeen, and how the Enmity hath ſpead er, and how the Luſt 
hath defiledi it, and how that which was planted as a Vineyard is be- 
9 85 25 4 Wilderneſs for barrenneſs;grown over wich Ttwrns,and 
ars, ſturdy Oakes,and tall; Cędars, ſor want of the Vine«d; eſſerz 

Ae the Lilly hould grow. its grown over with Weeds, Thi- 
Ales, and Nettles ; ſo that GOD walks not there, becauſe of 
the great Abomination; and that is the Cauſe of all Tor Wenn 
. bis Abſence. 

And when you ſee this, the — begins in the Houſe of 
Laugbter, even after him from whom you have fallen; and as you 
follo the Light, und 2 nearer the Lord, from when ce it comes, 
you will ſee that is only your own wills and wayes that hath ſepe- 
rated you irom the He ly One: gu the Light you will come 

49 to 
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to, ſee bow often you have been moved by the Spirit of Light, from 
your evil'wayes/afd that the cauſe why vo have been thus long in 


t Fall, hath been in Self- will and Wort dly-pleaſures whereby the 
Life Hach ſuffered'; never till then come any to ſes him whom they 
have pierced, nor to lumen over him, nor t̃o ſee, x hat ĩt is tha t op- 
preſlerh the Juſt; nor to hate that which God hates, and love that 
which he loves in any meaſure; but joyneth w.th that which de- 
ſtroyes the ſoul, and devours the Life; and it makes a Profeſſion, a 
Prayer, againſt it in words, and that's. the Phariſce and Hypecrite, 
who wick the worlsdeſtroys the Life whio fakes. & f feſſum above 
the life, büt not in the Lift and this is he. that Ulimberb>up fame 
other way, then the Life, which is the Door, to which che. Light leads: 
And in this {tate are all the bigh- minded lofty Ones, whoſe mouths 
ſpeak of great things, ſwelling words of Vanity (for ſo are words 
withour'LifeJemptyBraſs,giving pleaſant voice to the cannal ear; 
but cannot evidence the 1. and the Works of it; who bay the 
Saints words preſent, but their righteouſneſs is as tar off as aden, 
Coriu h, Theſſalonican, &c. And theſe are they, who in words confeſs 
God, but in Works deny him; who have a large faith in words, but 
to the good Work Reprobate; for none can be of any true jadgment 
concerning the Work of Goa, who are Strangers to the Life that warky 


it. 


Concerning Righteouſneſs. - \> 


AY Hat Righteouſneſs, which God accepts, is but 0ne,which is bis 
F aun; perfectly fulfilled'and manffeſt itt the Wold. la Chriſt 
Jeſus, the Light and Saviour thereof whfIAh Ri hteouſneſs is not of 
the World, nor manifeſt to the World, not in the Word receiy'd, but 
by the World ever jud gd as Unrightcoufneſs, nor can the World 
inherit it; but only they who beltere in the Lighr of Chriſt, chich 
God has given into the World, to lead büt of the gelte wen. | 
where Gods Righteouſneſs is. And Here be tral 5 Talkexs ofthis 
Righteoufneſs, but none inherit it further then y Faith they re- 
ceive the Son of Righteouſneſs; and with him. his Righteouſneſs is 
freely imputed; or put into the Creature, wffee' Gift from the f a- 
ther; and with this Righteouſneſe is the Ctedtute made Righteous, 
even as he is Aigbteous, even às the M aſure of Chrilt is received, 
and no further 3 and whoſe: liſe is kept ih rhe Meaſure of Him; as _ 
| de 


\ he is, ſo ire we in tbis preſent N 
be is not of this World; and herein is Boldneſs in the Day of Julge 
me nt, in that which = : And all that is not gerfel. is ſelf ; 
and with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, denied in the Light; which 
condemns all Se -iings, under what pretence ſoever. be 
So who abides in that Righteouſneſs, abides in that which denies 
felf, and all the World; and ſo lives in obedience to that which is 
, contrary to all mens wills, and ſo everywhere evil ſpoken on; for 
the will of men worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God; bur this 
Righreouſneſs is wrought into the Creature, in that Obedience 
which is contrary to the will of the Fleſi: And in the Faith by the 
eternal Spirit, is the new begetting, both of the will and the deed ; 
and ſo the new is born both of the Spirit and Life. And ſo far as any 
have this Righteouſneſs, he doth not lie under (in, nor give place to 
the Devil zbut it is as a Breſt-plate againſt all Aſſaults, on the right» 
band and on the left; and all who have not this, are they who have 
that which will not ſtand in ſtead in the evil day. So you that ſay, 
Your rightrouſne/s i ar filthy Raggs,why do you abide in that? God's 
Righteouſneſs is not ſo; "Wherefore ceaſe from that, and own that 
which is perfect; even that everlaſting Righteouſneſs, in which all 
his Saints have been gather d unto himſelf; vho can receive nothing 
but what's his own, and it muſt be yours alſo, elfe can you not be re- 
ceiv d in it. In vain do you plow Wickedneſs, and ſow Iniquity, 
and think to reap Righteouſneſs. 
So with thelight you may ſee what works in you, and to what 
viel J your ſelves Servants ; to that you bring forth while you live, 
that will go with you: So if you own no Works in yon, but what 
God works; you ſhall have no Righteouſneſs but what is perfect, 
even the leaſt meaſure of it. | | 
Aud as you obey unto this Righteon/neſr, you ſhall ſee the Spiri- 
tual Man raiſed, and living, and the Bonds of Death broken, and 
that living which gives power over Hell and Death , then may you 
ſiy, The Spirit is Life becauſe of ods And your dead 
Profeſſion will be jadged with the Life, as it ariſes, and ſeen to be 
'Fruitleſs. 3 . 1 ä 
But this is Blaſphemy in your own eyes, who have made Chriſt's 
Nigbteonſueſt a Cover fer your Abomination? What Wickedneſs now 
i ite in theſe Natic ns, but the , Righteon/neſr-of Chriſt/ is made a 
Cover, and men bl:{s chgmſelves therewith inthe greateſt'Abomi- 
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mation ? And thir hath its beginning at the Hed of the Deceit,and 
is gone over all the whole body. For to cover your wickedneſs, 
Pride and Covetouſneſs, have your Teachers invented this Faith, 
That its ſufficient to believe in a Righreowſne/7, you read of in the 
Letter. (though you be not obedient to it in Spirit.) But you that 
ate not Servants of Righreouſneſſe, are no Servants of Chrifs, and 
his Works; and your Faith, without his works, will be little worth 
to Salvation; and even as it ſaves you out of ſin, ſo will it ſave you 
out of condemnation, and no further. And this, that in your con- 
ſcience will witneſs, if you take counſel at it: No further then you 
find the power of his Righreonſneſs working in you, and you o.] n- 
ing it in obedience and ſubjection, and joyning to it againſt all un · 
righteouſneſs, no more of it you can inherit, nor be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in Him, 

And at that day when he comes to ſeparate the precious from the 
vile, then will you ſee in what ſtead your notions of righteouſneſſe 
are, when the worker of . is found, and judged with Chrifs 
Righteouſneſs, of which you have been boaſting in words, without 
the power of it: By the Power and purity of it, ſhall all the work= 
ers of iniquity be judged and condemned. So, deceive not your 
ſelves, He that works Righreouſneſ? is Righteous, even as be is Rigb- 
teoxs ; but he that talkes of this, and commits lin, is of the Devil, 
and with him, muſt inherit, by whom he is acted and guided: f & 
Gods Righteouſneſs will not mix with, nor cover deceit, nor was it 
ever given for that purpoſe; but as it is obeyed, it reveales and de- 
ſtroyes Mans Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouſneſs, as it is revealed 
from Faith to Faith, by which the juſt lives, and the unjuſt periſh» 
eth and paſſeth into death. And all who have Chrifts Righteouſneſs 
tan witneſs this effect, to kill and make alive, as by Faith it is re- 
ceived; and this is Zions Righteouſneſs that goes forth as a brighe- 
neſs, and the Salvation thereof as as a Lamp that burneth, that the 
Gentiles may ſee it, and its glory; and the Heathen be aſhamed of 
their Abomination. _ 0 

Be aſhamed you Heathens, who have hid the Lords Righteeuſneſt 
under your Pride and Covetouſneſs ; who have exalted the Idols ' 
of the World, aud bring forth to the Oppreſſor, who have bowed 
down to the God of this world, and his begettings axe in all houſes, 
and aſſemblies, and the Name of the Lord you have pollutcd before 
all the World; yet will you lean upon the Lord, and tay, The 
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Bo Concerning Rig braosſacſi.· 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; in that you 


have more diſhonored his Righteouſneſs, then all that ever were 
before you: and the name of a Chriſtian is become a reproach in all 


_ the World, becauſe of your unfaithfulneſs to his Righteouſneſs, 


For this will be plead with you, and will take from you the coyer- 

8 appear, and he will bring forth his Righteouſ- 
nels to your confuſion; and his own ſhall witneſs him in the Gare, 
and his work ſhall praiſe him openly; ſo ſhall ſinners be afraid, and 


fearfulneſs, ſurpriſe the Hypocrite, when God ſhall own his own 


* and judge the wicked after the works of their 
ads. 


Concerning the Word. 


He Word is that which was in the beginning, and was the be- 
ginning of al] vilible things, and that by which all things were 
made, but it ſelf is inviſible, which theugh it be the upbolder of all 


vilible things, yet can no viſible thing reveal it; yet doth it reveal 


the ground and uſe, and end of all viſibles, And as without it, way 


nothing made that mat made; ſo without it, is nothing ſeen, as it was 


made, nor any thing can be guided, nor uſed in its pure place; but 
whatever man meddles with, not having the word in him, to guide, 
order, and ſanctiſie; the ſame he defiles, and it is polluted as to him. 
Nor can this word be comprehended in Heaven, or Earth; without 
this Word can no Scripture be read with profit, for it opens the 
Scriptures, and the Scriptures declare of it, yet cannot the Scrip- 
tures, nor all the Writings of the World comprehend it, nor de- 
clare the depth and extent of it, which is beyond all Generations; 
yet is it che Teacher and guide of his own in all Generations; and in 
all Generations of Saints, hath been known in meaſure, more or leſs 
immediately, though it hath no place in the Worlds profeſſion. 
8o hearing of a Word, but not knowing it, men ſay, The Letter is 


x it. But who hath the Word, hath that which comprehends death, 


and hell, and the grave; that whych binds and chains Satan, over- 
comes the world, gives iſſues of Life and Ligbt, whereby the new 


"Creation is known, wherein dwels Righteouſneſs ; and this every 


one hath, ſo far as he hath the word abiding in him; but fo hath not 
every one that hath the Letter. Nor can any mans will change the 
Word, for it is contrary to all mens wills; ner can any mans wit 
TRI 2 | ; | - | open 
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Conctriing the Nora. * 
open or expound this Word, which confounds the wiſdom of the 
wiſe, and brings the underſtanding of the Prudent to nought; that 
hides: from the Wiſe and Prudent, and reveals to babes; and the 
Word grows and increaſes within the babes, but ſo doth not the 
the Letter; and as it grows, it ſanctſies all that have it, but ſo doth 
not the Letter; and its a Fire and a Hammer to all that have ĩt, but 
ſo is not the Letter: It is quick and powerfull, to the dividing 
aſſunder, the Joynt and Marrow, the Soul and Spirit, where ever it 
is, ſo is not the Letter. And the word is a reproach to every carnal 
minde, even to them eſpecially who proteſs the Letter. Whoſoever 
have the Word, with it are waſhed and cleanſed; and tranſlated 
from the World, and conformed to God, fo far as they have it, and 
it reconciles to God all that have it, but many have the Letter, who 
know not God, bur are in the unclean cuſtoms, and Faſhions, and 
wayes of the World, not changed, nor reconciled. 

None can keep the Word, and his ſins both, but the Letter with- 
out he may, for where ever the Word is known,the new Creature 
is witneſſed, who is Created to walk in Righteouſneſs, and who 
hath the Word, ſees all, who ſay they know the Word and walk 
not in Righteouſneſs, to be Lyars, and do not the Truth; and with 
the Word of Truth are ſuch caſt out, and judged to be thoſe who 
diſkonor the Word, as though it werea polluted thing, or could 
dwell with pollution; which is a fire to burn up all uncleanneſs, 
where ever it is; and where (in ſtands, the Word is not known. 

But ſuch, reading of the Word, which came to the Saints Cin o- 
bedience to which they were waſhed and purihed, in which they 
were begotten again) they finding that the Saints had this Word, 
bur not knowing it, they ſay the Letter is it; which doth but de- 
clare of it: and ſo their Word hath not power in them, to o- 
ver come the Devil, and break the bonds of wickedneſs : whereas 
the Word of God is not bound, but free, and ſets. free all that have 
it abiding in them; which breaks down the ſeat of fin, and raiſes 
up and, quickens the ſeed of God, which lives in the Life of God, 
(which through ſin, death hath paſſed over) and ſo quickens the 
mortal body to newneſs of life. So that the old life and the Word 
cannot ſtand together in one body; nor doth the old man, who lives 
in that life know any Word, but the Letter; and the life of that he 
Lnows not; but in the imaginations ſearches with the fallen wiſdom 
for that which God hath in his wiſdom hid from it; and in this is 
C 2 e all 
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1 Concerning the Ward; 
ul che darkneſs; to this man the Scriptures are ſpoken as 2 parable- 
nnd myſtery; which in that diſobedient wiſdom cannot be found 1 
bout: ſo is the ſimplicity deceived with Meanings, Adding, 4nd 
-Wreſtings, which are all in that man that cannot enter, in whom 
the word dwels not, nor can any thing ſuch do, be excepted, becauſe 
it is not from the word, for all that comes not from the word, by the 
Word is condemned not to be the work of God ; for all that God 
made, he inade it by the Word; and it was cen in the light, to be 
good, which was made with the Word: And here all ſtood in the 
reconciliation to Gad ; but when man went out from the Word, 
then he went out from the good, and ſo with the Light was ſeen to 
be in the evil, and ſo was accurſed from the ſame Word againſt 
which ke had ſinned; and ſo long, as out of that Word he acts, all 
is accurſed, beiag Self, and not God, that works it. 
And ſo man being gone out into the world, the light of the Goſpel 
is preached to turn man again to know the Word, that coming to 
the knowledge thereof in his heart, and having his minde ſtayed 
thereto, in the light, he may come to ſee the power of the Word 
working in ed mart ps, on the unclean nature, and the rebelli- 
aus will, and working in the pure nature in the Croſs, ſlaying the 
carnal; man with all his affections; and ſo through death thereof 
railing up the new man, making a new Creation, in Chriſt Jeſus; 
with power unto good: works from the eternal Word : and this 
God-owns when be is the mover thereef, and worker alſo, and the 
Creature only ſervant therein, in the ſame power. And this is not a 
ſelf. taken -· on performance, from the letter, but is in the eternal 
counſel and trength of God, commanded, moved, and performed in 
Gods will and time, and contrary to the will of the fleſh, whereby 
the will of all fleſh is ſubdued, even all that is come in ſince the be- 
ginning, till all be ſeen in the Light to be good, and the work of 
God: and fo bis works praiſe him, from the good underſtanding of 
the Spirit, and power of the Living God. And with the living 

Word, is the living Soul witneſſed, and the life of Chriſt made manip. 
feſt inthe mortal Dody, and the Creatute comes to ha ve fellowſhip 
in the life, and is transformed thereinte, and united in one: and 
this is the Word of reconciliation, which unites: God and the 
Creature in Spirit; which who ever knows, needs not go forth for 
wiſdom, counſel or ſtrength, againſt all the powers of darkneſs, nor 

- Wiles.of the Enemy, but by diligent taking heed tg the Word which 
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| Concerning Worſhip, 11 
is nigh in the heart, from thence finds the iſſues of Life; ſpiritual 

ſtrength, and power againſt the ſpiritual wickedneſs, which all who 

run out for help, lie under and become ſervants ol. 23 


Concerning Wirſbip. 


F worſhip of the true and living God ſtands out of mans will, 
and knowledge, wiſdom or prudence, as in the natural; for 
God is a Spirit, and in ſpirit he is worſhipped; not with mens hands, 
nor with bodily exereiſe, further then by the eternal Spirit the body 
is exerciſed; nor doth it ſtand in meats and drinks, nog divers waſn. 
ings, nor carnal Ordinances taken on by tradition, or Imitation of 
others; but as every Creature is moved by the Spirit of the living 
God, who is that Spirit, who will be ſerved with his n alone, not 
with any thing in man, which is come in ſince the Fall; ſo the ima - 
ginations, thinkings, and conceivings are ſnut n A mans wayes, 
mans times and forms, national cuſtoms, mains cy; and orders 
by men deviſed and added, are all ſhut out, and eondemned with that 
Spirit in which God alone is worſhipped, and his people taught his 
Worſhipandthe manner of it; and — times are in his hand, whoſe 
the Worſhip is. _ 
So that before any can rightly worſhip God, they muſt wait to 
know his Spirit, that.leads to know him and his Worſhip, and- 
the matter, and the manner: for all that do the ſame thing as to the 
outward performance, do not worſhip God; becauſe they worſhip 
not in Spirit, and power of God himſelf: ſo that all who would ſo 
worſhip him as to be accepted, you muſt know the right, and in it 
wait to know. what God calls for at your hands: for it is not what 
men appoint you to do, or not to do, that will acquit you before the 
Lord. Forithis know, that God made man for himfelf, and for his 
ſervice, and the living · God is not as the damb Idols, that people 
ſhould imagine a way to ſerve bim, as may beſt ſhute with the fa- 
h ion and cuſtom of a Nation, or a people: but he that made man 
hath given him a life from himſelf, to improve it in his ſervice, & a 
light bath be given wherewith to ſee the movings of this Spirit of 
life, which ever moves after the will of God, becauſe it is of him, & 
ſo where it is awakened it ever, draws the Creature towards God; 
the mind, and will and affections, and love of God is in it, and bo 
walks in the Light, ſees this: but the Creatureruning before this or 


2 


1 A. 


% 


1 Concerning Worſhip. 
without this, there comes all the dead works and Worlbips. And 
aud the ground of all this, ariſeth out of darkneſs and diſobedience : 
for when the Creature hath been out, in the World, and unrighte- 
ous wa yes thereof, doing that which is evil, then that in the heart 
condemns for the evil, and neglect of good; then the ſame mind 
runs to act a worſhip to get peace, when both the evil and the wor- 
hip is in one nature, and ſo the prayers become abomination, as the 
other was,” for he that regards the iniquity, God will not hear his 
prayers, nor except his Worſhip, that's Cain ſacrifice, and E/as's 
prayers; but either muſt your worſhip be performed in one that 
never ſinned, or it cannot be accepted with the pure God. 
So that the way to be well-plealing to the Father, is to wait in 
the Light, till you ſee ſomething ot the Spirit of Life, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, moving in you, and then to that joyn, in its power to 
Worſhip; and that being of God he cannot forget himſelf; and that 
is done in the Name of Chriſt, which is done in bis Light, & power 
and wiſdom, and ſtreugth; and whatever is done in his Name, is not 
denyed of the Father; and ſo far as any are in him, ſa far ſons, & ſo 
far accepted in him, without whom you can do nothing, nor be re- 
ſpected, nor d id ever any Worſhip in this nature, but they found 
acceptance, and the knowledge thereof, and you who know not this 
to lead & guide you in your Worſhips, are worſhipping you know 
not what, nor with what: and though you ſay, That God works all 
your works in you, & that it's his work and Worſh ip you are about. 
yet when it comes vpon trial, he will not own it for his, which the 
worker of iniquity hath wrought. For the evil worker hath not 
only his hand in the deceirful workes of the unrighteous Mammon, 
but in the deceitfal works of Worſhip too. For did he not deceive 
in Worſhip, to hide his wickedneſs, with pretence of godlineſs, 
and long prayers, he could not keep people in any peace in his 
wicked wayes: So they who joyn to him herein, receive the greater 
damnation : for the falſe pere were alwayes greateſt ene- 
mies to Chriſt, and ſo to their own ſouls, and yo to him that 
hides his fin this. | 
So all who deſire to worſhip in truth, you muſt know the truth, 
even the Spirit of truth to lead into all truth; which Spirit of truth 
takes of Chriſt, and teſtißes of his life, and power, in the Creature 
worlhipping, who believes in the light; and ſuch know they are in 
him, and he in them, who is true, in whom they worſhip the 28 
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of the truth, and ſo God is ſerved with his on and no further 
then this is known, can any worſhip God in Spirit, which the light 
doth maniſfeſt. So you having received a light from Chriſtin that 
wait, till therein you find the Spirits leading, acting, and ordering; 
and here the:leaftin the Light, is in Gods ſervice, when on bim you 
are waiting in Spirit; and ſuch as abide in the light, waiting upon 
God, in the light, are kept from ſerving the prince of darkneſs; aud 
having your loyns girt, and your light burning, you are alwayes 
ready to know the voice, & anſwer it with obedience, and then you 
ſerve God, and not men, when you have a command from the living 
God, not taken by tradit ion from men; for in vain do all wor- 
ſhip, whoſe fear and ſervice towards God is taught by the precepts 
of men; for all the children of the Lord are taught of the Lord: 
And they are the Sons of God, who are led by the Spirit of God: 
and ſuch hearken to the Lord and know his voice; and what they 
ſee and hear, that they do, and do not offer the ſacrifice of fools, 
But do not you offer the ſacrifice of fools, who have been wor- 
ſipping all your time, and yet have his worſhip to learn? and are 
but ſtill asking, if this be the right Worſhip, and have it yet to diſ- 
pute? (if not confident in a falſe way, which is much worſe:) and 
ſuch are you who are fighting, and contending for ſuch a manner of 
Worſhip as Chriſt never or daiged, nor his own never practiſed; as 
you may ſee, if you compare your National worſhip with the Saints 
practice; which is changed in every particular, and that by men 
apd Councels, under pretence of decency and Conformity, or 
ſomething that ſtands in mens will which God never commanded. 
But you may long Worſhip here, and call it Gods worſhip, ere he 
own it by anſwering you ; yet was Nebuchadnea ar never more Zea- 
lous for his Image, then you are for this, if you had but his power; 
ea, them who have found the ever laſt ing way of Chriſ, and an an- 
wer from God in it, ſuch would you force to bow to your imagin- 
ations, where you know not God nor his preſence with you therein; 
nor can youever find God in that way which is not his own, nor 
is that his own, which'Generations of men, and Councels have al- 
tered, and added to, and changed from time to time, as may moſt 
ſute their Cuſtoms and Countries; ſo that each Nation hath its 
different manner of Worſhip, but all out of the copnſel of. God, 
agreed on by Counſels of men. | 93? 
And all you who are gone out in any thing from Chriſt the true 
pattern 
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pattern and example, you are gone into the imaginations of men 
and ſo are become ſervants of men, and not of God, herein, For 


- God is pure, and ſo is his way, and worſhip, and without his com. 


mand cannot be changed in che leaſt jot, but by him is denyed, and 
is become will-worſhip, and not Gods worſhip': For it is not the 
name that makes it Gods worſhip, for all pretend to worſhip God, 
but it is the nature of it, which muſt be in Spirit and willof God, 


contrary to the will of all men, and their wiſdom, wherein men in 


all Ages have performed the Idolatrous worſhip, and ſer up like- 
neſſes inſtead of true worſhip, 2 being heart · blind did not 
know it, but ever looked upon all to be out of the way, but them- 
ſelves. And this is your work who at this day ſet up an imitation 
from the Letter of what other Men have done, but have not re- 
ceived your command and power in Spirit from the Lord, and to 
you it will be ſaid, Who hath required theſe things at your bands? 
for all the Saints have their commands in Spirit, but yours is in 
Letter, and ſo of another Miniſtration; for the literal Miniſtration 
is done away in the ſpiritual, and all that knows the command in 
Spirit, knows it is life eternal, and gives life to fulfill the command, 
and fo the worſhip is ſpiritual; and the heart, and the minde, and 
ſoul is united in it: and ſo being in one there is no Idolatry, nor 


likeneſs, but in one is the command, and power, and life, and, will, 
und way, and worſhip ; but all you who have taken on the Saints 
practice to rer d 


like, but not called, commanded antffur- 

niſhed in Spirit, you want power, and life, and ſo even in the time 
of your worſhip your hearts are going out after carnal things, and 
thexe is the ſpiritual Idolatry: for whatever your minds are in, 
Leet v. you worſhip,and the pure God owns none ſuch: for 
its truth in theinward parts he ſeeks for, wherein none of you can 
- wotſhip, Wh knows not the living word in your hearts, to keep 

them up to God in your Worſhip, and that worſhip which is not 
ia che will of God is the worſhipping of Devils. 


emen enn, Merſey d. 


5 13 not Error to fotſake the Opiniom of any man whatſoever, 
1 nor to withdraw from the Church of Rome, as they call it : nor 
from any who have reformed ſome things ſince the time of Popery 
but yet are not come to che trae Foundation of the Apoſtles, =o 
1 * 7 


| Concerning Errur, Hier, c. 17 
they call themſelves National Churches, or Gathered Chorche 
whatſoever,, But the Error is to err from the Spirit of God an- 
Eine en that Church which by its teaching alone is the- 
red into God, out of all the Wayes, Worſhips, Sects, and pine: 
ons of the World, Convocations and Councels, that are not in God. 
And the Church ſo gathered into God is the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth, where the Spirit alone is Teacher: and all that are gone out 
from this Church, and Teaching, are in Error, where allt e Secs, 
and Opinions, and falſe ways and worſhips, are and their Teachers, 
who have erred from the Spirit of Chrilt, and the Saints teacher and 
their praQicezand are gone after their pride, and covetouſneſs, and 
filthy lucre : here lies the worlds teachers,thgugh they do not know 
from whence they are errcd, becauſe they never yet came inthe 
right way, nay, who neyer yet come ſo far a Balaem, ho had the 
Word oftheLord from his own mouth, and knew it, & yet his heart 
erred aſter gifts and honour ; So theſe preach againſt Balaam, but 
cannot ſee themlelves in the ſame error, ever ſiace they were promo- 
ted to honour, and gifts, and Maſterſhips, and great Livin , by the 
Pope, who received his power from the Beaſt, and gave of it to all 
his Adherents, to cauſe all that dwell on the Earth to worſhir them, 
but ſuch whoſe Names are written in the Book of Life, who have 
ſutf-red to this day, and do ſuffer, becauſe they cannot bow to that 
power, nor worſhip it, nor according to its lixeneſs: and under p- 
tence of Herelie and Error do theſe always ſuffer, by ſuch who ate 
er red, and with the ſpirit of Error do judge, which ſpirit hath ſhed 
all the Innocent blood lince Abel to this day, though the error was 
ever in the per ſecutor. | | | 
So that there is no error but what goes from the Spirit of Chriſt 
and his teach1:g+; and all who are gone from that, are gone into er- 
ror, whatever they pretend. And that which leads from that Spirit 
is the mother of confuſion, ad yain Jangliogs, and contention, diſ- 
puting about the things of God, but are gone out inte the World, 
where all che deceived ones are Antichriſt and ſeducing Spirits 
which deceives the Nations with iachantments and wicherits, which 
none can lee, till to the Light of Chriſt, and his Spirit they return, 
which onely leads out ot aff” Errors, as it is believed and followed. 
For no Spirit can lead out of Error but chat Spirit which never ęr - 
red : and whoever is led oyt by any other is er ted alrcady, though 
unknown, to them who are o deceived, For, Frror could never 
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jade of Error, nor Darkneſs of Light, chough it will be doing. to 


80 . Take heed of being deceiv'd, _which is deceired 
Arkaly; but the Spirit of Light ſearcherh out that Hecęit : But 
who Walks not in the Spirit and Light of Chriſtis blind, and knows 
got by what he is led, nor whither; and tumbles at the Light which 
ſhovld judge bis Blindneſs, and become his Leader; and ſuch an one, 
thor bhe e in Error, yet knows not. whence he is fallen, who ne- 
er new the right Way ; as many at this day, who are talking of 
'Blindne s, but themſelyes in the Pit, and muſt be, till they own the 
| Light to lead them out of it, which never erred; which is of God, 
even as. they whoreceiv'd it are of God: And they that were of 
God. knew, that all that would not hear them, had the ſpirit of Er- 
ror.; and thereby they knew it, and the Spirit of Truth, 

And whatever that be which ſeads out into the World Conformi- 

and pleads for it, or any thing that is come in by the Fall, that is 
= ſpirit of Error :. But that Spirit which teſtifies againſt all that is 
in the Fall, and convinceth of it, and leads out of it, that is the Spirit 
e Trath, and comes to teſtifie of the Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
to let free out of it, which all that live in, live in Error. 
Fo all who deſire to know the ſpirit of Error, you muſt turn to 
the Spirit of Light, from whence you have erred;for no other thing 
ſhews the Error, but that which reproves the fruit of Error ; that 
which reproves for (in, is that from which man has erred; the faith- 
ful and true Witneſs, which is in the beginning of the Creation of 
God, to which all muſt give an account;and which alone is appoin- 
ted for a Light,and Leader of the people that ſit in darkneſs,to ſhew 
the Darkneſs, and the Way out of it: So, to that which was in the 
beginning all muſt come, Sh with the Light, from which man hath 
_exred, you may know the wayes of Ersor, and the Way of Truth, 


Concerning Falth, | 


| H- chat bus living Faith, which is in Chriſt, lives by it; and the 
11 life, chat he lives is above all the World, and the powers of 
'Narkneſs ; and the leaſt meaſure of that Faith is perfect, and is pre- 
ent Power againſt all the Aſſaults of Satan, if in it the Creature 
- abide faithful, and run not to other Helps, and ſo lay himſelf open 
to diſtruſt; for it is the Gift of God, whereof whoſoever receives a 
«6 tal re | meaſure, 


Eopcerning Fahl. ; 1 
meakiire, he bach z meaſure of the Son, above which 'the Father wil 
not ſuffer any temptation: for the true Faith layes hold upon Gods: 
Righbteouſneſs, againſt which no unrighteouſ eben prevailz which 
Righteouſneſs is received by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; wherein the 
Creature ſo believing ſtands armed againſt all the firery darts, and 
temptations of the Devil. with Gods righteouſneſs, ſeen in the light, 
and wrought in the Spirit; whereby the Creature becomes Gods 
Workmanſhip, Created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, by which 
he becomes free from the evil; dead to ſin, but alive to Gods Righ- 
teouſneſs, waiting in Faith, to ſee it reveal'd through 'obedience 
thereto, from Faith to Faith; as it is written, The juſt ſhall live by 
Faith, and this is the living Faith, which purifieth the heart, unto 
the life of Godlineſs, and ſo reveals the Righteouſneſs of Faith for? 
an Inheritance, everlaſting Righteouſnes ever growing and ſpring- 
ing, whereby the Creature grows into the Knowledge of Gol g 
with him to walk by faith, out of the knowledge of all the World, 
tranſlated out of the pleaſures and kingdoms of it, into the King- 
dom of the Son of God. where the reproach of Chriſt is eſteemed 
great Riches; laying hold upon the invilible, which the Worlds * 
Faith cannot reach, which carries them no higher then vifible rea- | 
ſonings and conſulting with ſenſual wiſdom, and carnal helps, 
and ſo brings nothing to perfection, becauſe it ſees nothing that is 
perfect; but the living faith ſees him that is invilible,and layes bold 
on the meaſure of God made manifeſt in Spirit which meaſure of 
the Spirit, is that which in the Faith works out the old, and works 
the new, both will and deed, whoſe work is perfect to kill and to make 
alive. But the Worlds Faith is not of this nature and power, who 
hear a thing with the outward ear, and ſo ſet themſelves to believe, 
or not to believe it, in their wills or outward perſwaſions, from 
others, or in their own imaginations ; and as their imaginations, 
thoughts, and conceiving changes, ſo that their fait b@hanges alſo : 
and ſo it cannot be ſtedtaſt, becauſe it ſtands not in the meaſure of 
God known in the heart which changes not: & this taith ſerves not 
God, nor can it pleaſe him, nor doth it ſee him that's invilible. And 
ſo not ſtanding in that which is contrary to the will of man, and 
power of lim it lies under the wills of Men and power of the Prince 
of this World; and as the World and time changes, ſo doth that 
Faith, but can never lead out of the World, and all time up ta 
the Red eemer of the Soul. And to all who are in that nature, the 
D 2 living 
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*.- liviggfaich'that-ſtands in that which is of God in 3 pure conſcience: 
T_ myſtery, notknown nor received, and ſo cannot be improved; 
which is the true faith; which is the gift of God, which none can 
”. - receive but in the Spirit. So the faith of Chriſt and the faith of the 
world, are two, and have their ſeveral effects, and fruits; the one 
PE teh freedom; and redemption in the ĩimaginations & compre- 
Mons, but is a ſervant of ſin; and the other bath the living faith 
which gives the life of freedom and ſo as is their ground and root, 
ſo is their fruits and effects; and the one of theſe is againſt the other. 
Eor that Faith which ſtands in Chriſt, believes in purity and in per- 
fection, and holineſs, and ſlayes ſin, and by that Faith alone the Juft 
lives, and juſtice and Righteouſneſs is brought forth to light, in the 
godly c6nverfation: but the Faith which ſtands in the imaginations. 
and wiſdom of man, which believes Salvation without holineſs of 
life, that ſlayes the juſt, and keeps alive the unjuſt ; and this Faith 
they had, which believed the Scriptures,and the words of the Pro- 
phets, and that God was their Father; but not having the word of 
Faith in their hearts theſe ſlew the Son of God, and ſet the murthe- : 
rer free: and as that faith, which is dead, works death, ſo that faith: | 
which is liying worketh life. And a profeſſi on of faith without 
. ighteouſnes;15 like a body without life: and, like as a living man is. 
- known by his actions, ſo is the living faith by its fruits. And as the 
- - © man cannotlive without action, no more can faith in Chriſt with- 
out Righteouſneſs ; theſe are unſeparable,. therefore its called the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith; where the heart believes unto Righteouſ- 
4 4 there the mouth confeſſeth to Salvation, without Hypocriſie 
or ſelf Rightcouſneſs. 

And ſo Gods Righteouſneſs is received in the heart by Faith, and: 
by.obedience thereto brought forth into the world, a witneſs againſt - 
all the unrighteouſneſs of the World: and ſo the Righteouſneſs of 
God is preachgd through faith, in all whoſe Faith ſtands in Chriſt - 
Jeſus ; but that is a dead Faith which brings not forth the Life of 

\ Chriſt into the World, and that's the Reprobate faith which is to 
the good work reprobate : and he that errs from the Righteouſneſs, 
etxs from the Faith alſo which is held in a pure Conſcience : and he 
that makes ſhipwrack of a good Conſcience, and puts that away, 

makes ſnipwrack of Faith alſo. ARE: 

And in the eternal. Light. is all your Faith ſcen and judged to be 

withont Chriſi, and without foundation, who arc out of the Light: 


* 
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ani out of the life. And your faith is ſeen to be the ſame with the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who believed the Scriptures, and thought 
to find life therein; but did not believe in the Light, and fo would 
not come to Chriſt, that they might have life. So all your Faith, 
which is out of the Light, which from the Letter you have formed, 
is a Faith ſet up in your own Wills, and not that which is given of 
God: For that Faith that is the gift of Od, believes in the Lighr, 
and follows it, and ſo leads to the Life: and this Faith that ſta nds 
in the Light and Life, is the Living Faith, and never without works, 
which works are Love, Meekneſs, Patience, Mortification, Sancti- 
fication, Juſtification, &c. The Works of God in Chriſt Jeſus in 
which Gods Workmanſhip'is ſeen in the new Creation, received in 
the Faith, and jn the obedience to which the Soul is Purified, and 
Victory witneſſed over the World, Sin, and Death. But you who 
believe not in the Light, are Enemies to this Faith, and yet you get 
the words of the Scripture, given forth from the Light ;, and fo 
— Faith ſtands in the wiſdom of words, into which you have 

een ſearching with your wiſdom but not in the Power of God and 
bis Work: ſo you are they who ſay, and do not, whoſe practice 
could never ſuit your Profeſſion. 


Concerning Hope. 


Ope is a gift of God, and is pure, and ſtands in that which ii 
pure, ſhewing the purity of God, and his righteouſnels in 
Chriſt Jeſus, the beholding whereof ſtayes the Soul from joyning to 
the wicked one, when he tempteth, becauſe he ſees in the Light, a 
better work to ſerve :-ſo that until the time of that work being 
manifeſt, the hope is an Anchor to ſtay from following the unclean 
one, and ſo keeps out of the fin, and ſo makes not aſhamed, even 
then in the time of want, it hopes againſt hope. When that life of 
Chriſt is not yet ſeen in it's full power, yet is iPevidenced in the 
hope, which is wrought: in the patience and experience, Warns 
the love appears and the faith works, whereby Gods Righteouſneſs- 
is revealed, and the Son is ſeen who is the Redeemer , and he that 
hath this hope in him, purifies himſelf even as he is pure, And this 
is that hope that enters within the vail into the holy place, where - 
the life and immortality is brought to light, which the mortal eye. 
nor carnal ſences cannot approach to; and this is the /iving 2 8 
which: 


— 
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which hopes to the end . that Clriſ e WA) be re- 
vealed, to take away fn, ar ugly ay we and out of it; and in hon 
FA this the Children and Babes of Chriſt,. wait in the ebedience of | the 
pirit, not faſhioning themſelues after the luſts of Ignorance, but. as he 
who hath called to that Hope is holy; ſo in hu balineſs i their Converſation 


who are in his Hope. | | 
But the Devil bath besvtten another hope, as bs Cy Schr 
in his ſervants, who believe him, and are acted by bis ſpirit; = 
ſtands in another ground,and bring: forth another fruit: And that 
is, That though they be ſervants to ſin, (for that muſt be concluded ia 
all bis Covenants and Graces ) yet there is hopes of ſalvation; and 
ſuch hopes as may not be judged falſe, nor queſtioned although the 
Witneſs of Gad in the e ae doth teſtifie to the contrary yet 
it muſt not be heeded, leſt they be deluded, So that where he is become 
Teacher, a tender conſcionce is to be reſiſted as the greateſt Error, and 
foolery in the World ;, and that, To wats for the Teſtimony or Witne/s with. 
in is to deny Chriſt at Jeruſalem, and the greateſft-Blaſphemy that can be, 
ſpoken, f; and to wait for that MA 1ſtery that hath been bid from A ger, 
to wit) Chrift within the Hope of Glery, . 4 to deny the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and his Blood and Sufferings. And many ſuch imaginations hath he be- 
got in peoples brains; to ſcare them from minding the Light of 


be, 
ich 


- Chriſt within, that ſo be may keep the heart in darkneſs, and his ſecs 


there, undiſcovered. 
go he ſets them to look, for the Kingdom of Chriſt without them, and 


Spirit without, and a light without, and a word without, and righte- 


enſneſs without,” and in that to hope; while he dwells in the heart, and 
there, in Uarkne(s, upholds his Kingdom of Sin, and Seat of Unrightouſ- 
neſs all their life , and feeds them with a bope after they are dead, by 
a profeſſion without power, and life, and ſpirit, and truth in them, to or- 
der them, and their Converſation aright, towaras God and mas, in their 
Generation: : and this is the hope of the Hypocrite, that mult perith 
in che end, and come ſhort of Salvation, whoſe hope is not in God, 
nor gives being in Righteouſneſs ; but he hath. a hope, and lives in the 


* World withour God, and his Hope: And this is not che Hope of 


Chi ſt, which lives in ſin, and hopes for Salvation; but this is bis 
Hope, that hopes to freedom and perfection, which never comes 
ſhort of his end, in all that wait in it; and this hope only is it, that 
n ak th not aſhamed.” But you may be aſhamed of your hope, who 
are tound in your. lis, and encouraging your ſelves therein, that 

e mane ee p That's 
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That's the Devil's hope, which hopes not freedom from lin, as 
much as freedom from Hell, And with this hope would he make 
God a Lyar, and partial, like himſelf, that he ſhould find ſome in 
Gin, and fave them; and others in ſin, and condemn them, But 
who knows Chriſt, and hopes in bim, hopes in Righteouſneſs ;-and 
1 therein to ſtand in the day of Judgment, and therein to live in this 
evil World, above it, and all the Unrighteouſneſs of it : And the 
end of the lively Hope, is no leſs then God's Righteouſneſs to at- 
tain,and live in, as it is received; and only ſuch can give a reafon 
of that Hope that is in them, ho ſanctiſie the Lord Ged iu their 
Hearts, and have a good Conſcience, and ſuffer for Mell. doing; which 
unreaſonable men, who live in the unreaſonable Nature, cannot do, whaſe 
lope is not an Helmet of Salvation againſt Sin,yet mould have it fer Salva- 
tien againſt Hell: And this is the nnreaſonable hope in unreaſonable 
men, for which they can give no reaſon, but in their own Wills and 
Imaginations : For is there any reaſon why you ſhoald hope to be 
ſaved by Chriſt, who will be the Devil's Servants, to yield your 
members Servants to, and delight in his-wickedneſs while you live, 
and yet be ſav'd by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs when you die? This is 
a hope that ſerves you to talk on, to feed your ſelves in your vanity; * 
but will be in the end like the giving up of the Ghoſt, But who is- 
begotten into the lively Hope, are begotten into an Inheritance un- 
corruptible and undefiled, whereunto they are kept by the Power, 
in Hope through Faith, unto Salvation from ſin, the thing that he 
* begotten of God longs and hopes for; which Hope thall not 

ail, 


Concerning Live. 


He Love of God is but One, and in One; nor can any receive 
it, but who receives that One, the Son of God; and this 
cannot ſtand with Self, or any changable thing; for God is that- 
Love; and nong can dwell in it, but as be dwells in God: ſoits pure 
and perfect. As the Creature comes to live in God, as he is, into his- 
Image and Likeneſs; ſo, with the pure Light his Love is ſeen, and 
ſhed abroad in the heart, whereby the Power $f Faith worketh, te- 
the overcoming all that is contrary to God: So the Love of God + 
abounds, and whodwells in it, worketh no ill ; but the Work of 
Love fulfills the Law of God, which is upon all that's gone out — ; 
: m, 


kim, into the World; and ſelf- ends, which hath: receiv d in the 
love of carnal things, and ſo are gone into the enmit) E ras God, 
wing the Affection on changable things; for whole ever will be a 
Friend to the World, is the Enemy of God, for the World's love à- 
riſes from the ſpirit of the World; but the Love of God is a fruit of 
God's Spirit, and none hath the Love of God, but who hath that 
pie from which it ſprings,which is Eternal, Unchangable, and 
above all Carnal things; nor can time, or carnal things quench it; 
for it endures forever, and herein it differs from: all the World's 
love; Nor can any one have this Love, but in the Fountain of Love, 
even the manifeſtation of God's Love ſhed in the heart, wherewith. 
he firſt loved the Creature; and this being known and ſeen in the 
; Light, from thence is the Spring of Love, which runs out to the 
whole Creatibn of God, and for the ſame end; for as the Love is 

One, ſo the end is but One. fi | 
Now God ſo loved the World, that he gave his Son into the 
World, a Light to condemn ſin in the Fleſn, that the Righteouſneſs 
of God might be ful filled in the Creature, in walking after the Spi- 4+ 
rit,and denying the works ef the Fleſh, and this is the Love of God | 
to Sinners, to condemn ſin. and take ĩt away in the Light and Life of 
Chriſt; and to all that love with this Love, this 15 the end of ir: But 
with this love is all your love condemned, whoſe love ſtands in Fa- 
ſhions and Cuſtoms, Feaſtings and Riotings, Sports and vain plea- 
ſures, or any thing in the fleſh, that's in the Fall; and in flattering 
ene another in your evil wayes, or in reſpet of perfon, or any o- 
ther thing that hath an end, for the love of God is without end; in 
love to the Soul and Body, as God hath made it, but in batred to 

| all that is come in lince, which hath defiled it. 

7 — So that thisdove of God conliſts of Reprooſs, Judgment, and 
Condemnation, againſt all that defiles the Creation, and againſt e 
+ (Creatare who yields to that polution; and this is pn love to he 
„ Sool; that deals Fairhfully therewith, in declaring its conditton , 
and chat was che great ſdVv Chriſt ew. d the dener, when be told 
tem they were Hypoerites, blind guides, Lyers, & 111d,” unto je, 
DN we S&rpei.t, * Gereration of Vipers, how Can ye eſcade the damgation of 
Ef 11? And many lach plain true words he ſpoke in love to them, 
And that was the love of God in Paul, whith ſgid to Elymas,” O full 
of all {«ttilty, aud all miſchief, thos Child of the Devil, hon enemy of 
all Rig hreouſreſs, wilt thox not ceaſe to pe: vert the right rares 5 5 
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Concerning LOR, uy 
Tord] For all the love that can beftewed ta any Creature, is to deal 
faithfully and truly wich them, is they ate ſeen in che Lighrjand be, w ho 
doth not ſo, loves neither God not them, (as will be ſound in the day of 
Judgment) and fo are out of Gods love,andi1iragining a love which is 
another nature: and with this love, you who arc ut of the love of God, 
flatter one another in your evil vi, ind cha gealle epinions: which love 
is grounded in car na things,and ſtands in your e #1/{s. And there- 
with, when you will, you love;and when you will, you bate, (but neither 
" knows love, nor hatted, as it is in God)whoſe love and hatted ſtands in 
changeable thin ga; fo your love and hatred peri ſneth, which ſtands not 
ia God. But who knows the love of God, tramples upon all your Jove 
and batred,and ſees an end thereof. And ſach ſecs your blindneſs, whe 
ſay, you would have all wor. by live, but know not whereof you ffitm; 
whole ways are not Gods ways, nor your thoughts His: For,faith be, I 
will redeem E iun with pudgment, and with the Sp:111 of Judgment and Bar- 
ning, will I waſh away the filth thereof: Bu. yeu who ate in your filth, 
would have all flattered therein. 5 EA 
So, that love is ſcen to be filthy, which ſpares filthineſs, which 
defiles the Temple of God; but that is pure, which purges away the 
filch, and condemns the unclcan, and all that love it: For the 
love of the Devil may be won with ſervirg of him, and flattering 
him in hs weyes, in them in whom he is. But what is it worth / 
So may one hav< the love of all the World, and their friendſhip; 
but wo unto chat friend{hip, which is got by ſparing Gods Enemies, 
thet is enmi y-acainſt Co: Therefore, laith Cod, let love be withowt 
d fſimnlaticn, abher that which ic evil, cleave t. 1) at which is giod: ard 
that love is it, which covers in, which condemns ſin unto death, and 
covers it with righteouſneſs : Other wiſe (ſaith the Scriptures) he that 
covereth ſin (hall not proſper. And ſaith Fames, Jam. 5, 20. He.which 
converteth a ſinner from the erronr of his way, ſtall ſave a Soul, and ſhall 
hide a mwulistnue of fins, And ſaich Solomon, Cpen Rebuke i better than 
ſecret love : ſuch wourds are precious to them that know what love is; 
bur he that ſpares Mens wickedveſs, bates Gods righreouſneſs. And 
ſo with the Light is ſeen Gods ſove, and the Devils love; and each 
loves his gwo works, and ſo do their Children-in whom they reign? 
For whoever loves the one, hates the other; and be that ſerves ihe one, 
hates ihe ocber; and ſo the Servant pleads for bis Maſter, whom be 
loves- . r 
2 Concerning 
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Wh, Concerning Fudgment. 
ker opment (as it is known to Men) is a gift from the Spirit of 
fo 1 : - f 
3 . ſet in che heart of every one who dwells in the Ligbs of 
briſt: which Judgment paſſeth upon all that's in the Creature, con- 
. erary to the Liſe of God; and ſo as it is received, ſprings up with Light / 
and Salvation, to the redeeming of the heart from all uncleanneſs,con- 
demning all which js concrary to purity, that God may be ſeen in his 
dwelling place with bis Righteouſneſs ; and ſo he is ſaid to redeem Zion 
with Jadgment,and her Converts with Righteouſneſs,and to purge a 
way the frich of the Daughter of ion with the Spirit of Judgment, and 
the Spirit of Burning. And if there be a dwel ing in the Light, this 
Jud*ment ceaſes not, till the Throne of Chriſt be eſlabliſhed in the keare 
in peace; for this is bis Judgment, and is upon all that ſtands up againſt 
his Kingdomzand this is the cauſe why the enemies of Righteowſneſs love 
it not, but have turned it ro gall and wormwood : which the righteous | 
delights in, and loves, who are redeemed and ſaved — and © 
knows it to be the Promiſe firſt to be received; For, faith the Lordi will | 
2 to reſt for a light of the people; which being received, bis 
E * eſs is near to be revealed. 
erefore, his Judgment muſt paſs before, upon all that's Un» 
ighteous ; and none can have his Rightersſu/ſe, but who receives 
his judgment. Therefore, faith the Lord, 1 have hewed them by the 
Prophets, I have ſtain them by the words of my mouth, and my Jndgments 
areas Light'that goeth forth. And for this end is Judgment given to 
the Saints of the moi High. Ang, ſaith the Lord, righteous man foal 
Jadee them after the manner of Adultereſſes, and afttr the manner of , 
men that [3:4 blood, becauſe they are Adultereſſes, and blood is in their 
bands; thus ſpall 1rcaife the lendneſs to ceaſe out of the Lord. Therc- 
fore is Ezekjel ſo often commanded to judge them, and cauſe them 
to know their abominations. And Jeremy was full of the fury of ' 
the Lord, and he was. weary with holding it in, And Micah was 
fall of power, by the Spirit of the Lord, and. of Judgment, to de- 
clareto 7acob bis tranſgreſſion, and to 1/rael his ſin. And ſo in all 
de placed his judgments in bis Servants, who are to judge the 
- Heathen, ard ſuch as knew not God, therewith 3 and ſo many as did | 
| believe it, and geceive it, did repent and found mercy, and the 
| £ re 


UN 


reſt were bardened. And this Judgment is eternal, and (hall ſtand ia 
Heaven, as it is paſſed upon Earth. And this was committed to the 
Apoſtles as a Doctrine; and whom they bound, were bound; ard who 
by it they looſed, were looſed : therefore did all the Saints love Jude: 
ment: for it is the miniſtration of Chriſt miniſtred out upon all t 
againſt Chriſt, and that which is againſt C hriſt, is pains the Soul, ſo 
this Judgment muſt begin at the Houſe of God: but where the Devil 
keeps the houſe, he rejects it; and, ſaith Solowon,T be wngoedly ſcornethᷣ 
Judgement, and evil men underſtand it not: So, ſaith. be, There is that's 
deſtroyed for want of judgment, and he chat hath not judgment it blind 
and ſees not that this enemy reigns,which mult caign till Judgment be 
brought into Victoty, and ſet in the Earth; but when Judgment is laid 
to the Line, and Righteouſnef to the plummet, then the Covenant 
with Hell and Death muſt be diſanulled;ſo all that are in this Covenant, 
love not that which breaks it. | 
And tbis is your caſe,who hate Reproof, who when you are told of 
your evil hears where fin l ves, and your curſed crooked nature; 
ſay, who made thee a Fudge? And many ſay, You could like what we ſayg 
but that we judge people: ſo you are they that hate judgment, and 
would not have the Miniftry of Chriſt to go on: for who hath the Spirie 
ofChriſt,hata the Spirit of Judgment; and who ſerve that Spirit, muſt 
ſuffer it ro ſpeak,and judge in them; and all that oppoſe it, ſhall be con» 
demned by it: Therefore, ſaid David, the tongue of the iighteons talketh 
judgment, the Law of God is in his heart, bis ſteps ſhall not ſlide : but the 
wicked ſecketh to ſlay him. 

So for utteriog the Judgments of God agzinſt the wicked, have 
the juſt ever ſuffered ; and for the ſa e do you now hate them, and 
condemn them, and you are in the ſame nature and covenant that 
your Fore-fathers was in, who ſhed the Innocent blond; and you 
would have joyned with them, had you lived with them, what ever 
your deceit may ſiy to the contrary, And you are fonud in the 
ſame Oppoſition, to the utmoſt power you have, againſt the Spiric 
of Judgment now, as they were then ; and the cauſe is the ſame now, 
az it was then, both wy and you living in that which is for Judg- 
meat, Fire, and Condemnationyg therefore. you cannot receive” 
their Teſtimony, who have that evil judged a:d condemned, which 
you love andigg in; and for this eauſe, Cain (lew his Brother, and 
ſo do all his Generation 5 and with that which you hate,ſhall you bs 
E 2 condemned 
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1 " Concerning Fir, 

- condemried, and ſhall not be able 1 in judgrent, which is-rhe 
Satbe delight, in which they are united to God: as he hath faid, 1 wif 
betroch | unte forever T" righte-wf fo and in jnd'ment : why h'r'gh- 
= ach and judgment muſt condemn the wic ed do who bath Chiiſt, 
Jatb him in judgment and rig teoufneſs, and love him, his judgment, 

and ri Ircouſneſs;bur who is marri-d unto the World, cannot love thit 
which is his-condemnation for fo doing. 


Cone-rning Perfeclion. 


od ds perfect, and ſo are al bis Works and all his Gif $and whe 
AI ever receives His g fts, receives hat which is perfect. And by 
receiving and joynigg to that which is perfect, is the Cres iure mage 
perfect. And no further than the Creature i in thi perfection, canary 
be united to God nor appear in his ſight, nor be be ſſed, but is gone out 
into the curſe, from v hat was in the beginning, and ſo is in the Fall, 
umedeemed; ard hath no more of Chriſt, than what be bath of per- 
fection: for Perfection is of Chriſt, and ImperfeRion is of the Pevil . 
and theſe are two contr:ries, and eome from contre ry pronnds, and 
bring forth contrary fruits; for be that is of God is of perfeion, and 
believes perfect ion dut who is of the Serpent cannot c wo it, nor believe 
ir, being blinde by the godd of this Wor'd. 

So God ſent his Son into the World to prtach Perſe d on ven the Perf, cti- 
on of the Father, that all u ho will believe way inherit it: and all that be- 
Leved him believed perfictian. And when he had left aN E xample in 

ll things, He Aſcended and gave gifts to Men, ſ veral ſeris of gifts ; all for 
the perfefling of the Saint i, that all mig ht come up to one Faith, t a perſe? 
man to t he mtaſure, and ſtature, and fulneſi of Chriſt, that ſo he may be an 
everlaſting Redeemer, perſefting tbe work of Ged in every Generation, of 
them that believe in his wirk,and follow him. : 
And this all his Miniſters improved to the ſame end, and preached 
and prayed; I hat they might preſent every man perfe in Chriſt Jeſw,from 
whom th:y had received the gift: and all chat believed them, believed 
perfection, and preſſed after it, as the end of their Faith; knowing, no- 
thing leſs than perfection could give them reſt ard redemption, 


gone out into the World, who bach taken up an imition inſtead of 
| | gift, 


Now fince the myſtery of iniquity entred, there is another Miniſſry 
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e Haitian, 1 
gift, and have begotten Node Ee of Faith in the World, wholly 
reptobate as to perfection, preaching againſt it with all the power 
that may be; holding it for bleſphemy,and calling it a Docttine of Pe- 
vils, and the like. And theſe would be called, the Miniſters of Chriff, 
that ſa they may not miſs of their end; for did they come in his Name 
whoſe work they uphold, he knows they might run in vain, Th''s 
they deceive all, who receive them by their words; but, who mind 
the end of their work, may eaſily ſee as much difference as 1s berwixt 
Chtiſt and Belia!; the work of Chriſt is, and ever was, to renew man 
ag in to his perfect ſtate; but the work of Antichriſt is to wi«hitand 
ir, ard eich hath his Miniſters ſuitable to their ends interded; Cbriits 
end is to perfect, the Devils is to keep imperfect. And each Mini- 
ſter hath theit faith, hope, and other gifts ſuitable, one pure; the other 
polluted 3 and according to each Fab, ſo it is to all that believe them 
and follow them; for the Faith of Chrilt is a Shield, and gives vitory 
over uncleanneſs, ſin and evill; but the Devil: faith le s in, and be lie ves 
it muſt be ſo; for, had not the Devil firſt brought man to belie ve him, 
rather chan God, he could not have polluted wha: God had per fected: 
And the fame way he takes to keep up his work, by which at firſt he 
wrought it. | 

So note can come to know a new Creature, but who can believe 
Perfection; nor can any come to God, nor Chriſt, nor Gods Righ- 
teouſnefs, but who comes to perfect ion. For all who are in the im- 
perfect righteouſneſs, are in your own righteoufneſs : for the leaſt 
meaſure of Gods Righteouſneſs is perfect; and all are in perfeRion 
who become ſervants to it, and thereby become free from ſin; So 
by your unbelief you deſtroy your ſouls, who are in your own works, 
which makes nothing perfect: And ſo, meaſuring your ſelves with 
your ſelves, cuts you off from Chriſt ; as meaſuring your Faith by 
your own #bil:ty, ſo ſtanding int hat Covenant which makes not bir g 
perfect, but the coming in of a better hope doth : and this all know 
whoſe Faith ſtands in what God is, and not what we can do; id e ver- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, not in hat we have to work; the one being 
Righreouſneſs by Faith revealed, a gift put into the Believer ; the 
other, an Immiration of the ſame in works, but rot the power: ard 
fuch are you, who read a Verſe, and ſee therein what the Saints did, 
and then ſer your ſelves to do theke, but know not tbat Rigbte- 
ouſneſs revealed in you in the Faith which they had, which ws 
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Prrfebtion. 


wrought in them, by the Lord, before they bro 
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| ugbt ic to light, and ſo 
did not work, but believed on him who worketh the will and the deed 
of his own good pleaſure, who alone is well pleaſed with his own work, 
And with all whoare ſervants co his work, to bring it to light, to his 
| raiſe, whoſe workmanſhip ſuch are. And they who ate found herein, 
= ave bis witneſs in the light, to prove their works chat they are 
E. wrought in God, and not of ſelf, ſelf. will, nor for ſelf · ends, nor in ſelf- | 
time, not in ſelf. power and all that know this perfect will, and accepta- 
ble work of God, know it begotten and brought forth in ſelf-denial, 
in all things;and not of us,but of him that is perfect; and ſo makes our 
way perfect. And this is the Covenant that makes perſect all that come 
thereto : and ſelf beirig denied in the work, boaſting is excluded by the 
Law of Faich,which receives the free and perfect giſt. ä 
And for this cauſe the firſt Covenant was found faulty and diſa- 
nulled, becauſe it made not the Commer: thereto perfect, as per- 
taining to the Conſcience; nor did exclude boaſting; no more doth 
your imitations from the Letter; for the Light in your Conſciences 5 
witneſſeth your imperſection, therein; and your works are condem- | 
ned before they be wrought, and your Miniſters tell you your righte- 
oufneſs is not perfect, yet they call for righteouſneſs, and yet ſay, 
Jon beſt is but as filthy rag: and they call for prayer, and ye tell you, 
That you muſt be wicked while you live,and that the prager of the wicl- 
ed are abomination to the Lord. So the abominable ſacrifice ispreact.. 
ed, and performed; and perteRion denied by all choſe Prieſts and Peo- 
ple who have not received the gift for perfecting. And of this ſort 
are they who have their preaching to ſtudy and to ſeek at other mers 
mouths, or from the Letter; but have ic not from the mouth of the | 
Lord, freely given, the perfect gift for perfect ing the Saints: So | 
what they get, that they fell ; for none can give freely bur whoſo re- 
<eires ner can any perfect others, who have not che perfect gift then. + 
lelves- | 
So you that talk of Perfection, you muſt firſt know a free gift 
from above. Perfection is not from below, where you bave your 
carnal imaginations, and reaſon, and wiſdom, and prudence, goiten 
dy your Learning and Studies, whereof you boaſt, and wherein you 
exilt your ſelves above your brethren, for that came in by the De- 
vil, and Perfection is hid from it, and all that live therein ; neither 
Sequels doveht or fold, cor procured wich a} tbe induſtry of man, 
ps +. | 22 Vny 


Ut 


Conterving Perfection. 31 
Only ſuch obtain ic who wait in the I. ight, till they receive the free giſt 
of Righteouſneſs, and be ind ued with power from above: Not they 
who hear a thing in the notion and then declare it; nor who ſee a wor 
done, and go do the like ; for none was more like to have been able 
Miniſters than the Apoſtles in this, who had ſeen the mighty work of 
Chriſt, and heard Him and bis Doctrine; but theſe were not fit ſor per- 
fecting the Saints, till they had received the ſame Spirit from above: 
Therefore were they commanded to wait at Peruſalem till therewith 
they were indued; and then they were made able Miniſters, not of the 
Letter, but of the Spirit; and their teſtament in the Spirit, and not oſd 
in the Letterifor that of the Letter kills, but the Spirit, per fects. 

And ſo all that ever bear the Teſtament in Spirit, preach and believe 
Per ſection, but that Teſtament of the Letter being without, carinot per: 
fect the comers thereto : For the light, faith, hope, love, patience, &cc. 
are giſts ſpiritually given for perſecting, and cannot be had any other 
way bat in Spirit, freely given, and freely received, which gifts you know 
not,nor the eſſect of them, who are in the literal miniſtzation ; but in 
your vain imaginations and comprebenſions,are judging you know not 
hat, and limiting the ſpiritual Covenant of God to the literal;and be- 
cauſe you who are in the Letter (ſearc hing with your wit] can find no 
perfection, therefore you will judge the ſpiritual Covenant alſo: That 
ſo the Devil may for ever keep people from the coming in of the better 
hope: for if the firſt Covenant made nothing perfect, nor the ſecond: 
neither, what hope is there for peopleʒ ſeeing no imperfection can en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven? | 


Concerning Government, or Magifiracy. 


lere is no juſt Government but what is of God, and in whomſa=- 
ever He (having called them) placeth his Power and Authori» 
ty; which i; juſt, and righteous, received in the light, and from the 
Anointing of Jeſus, and the ſubjection to bis ſpiritual Power in the 
Soul, whom the Father hath appointed King and Governour of all 
things in Heaven and in Earth: And none can deſerve the Name of 
Chriſtian Governours, but who by him are governed, and do receive 
his Authority, with ſubjection thereunto in Spirit. Therefore ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Let every ſoul be ſubjeli to the Higher Power- And he _ 
/ - ww 
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| | wilkeule for Godpmuſt firſt ſee chat his own: 
Higher Power, & muſt know one higher than be f und f Tom 
ipg under cht power, chen with that power and authority upon bim de 
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11 be ſubject to he 
ohinfefrom 


goes forth io ule with God;for Goc; and having fer up bis Kingdom 
is his heart, he goes to make way that his Kingdom may be ſet up in 
others, that all may bow to his Authority wherewith' he idnointed 
from above; and to which he is become ſubjed for Conſtittnee fates 
And ſo his Goverment, being according to hat in every Conſeience,e- 


very one that minds that in the Conſtience, ſhall wit ne ſs birk und bis 


overnment to be of God; and ſo be that reſiſts, all reetive to himſelf 
mation, wic neſſed by that in the Conſcience? and all who on Hot 
that in the Conſcience which is pure, to obey the Lord therein he 
Sword of che Lord in the hand of bis Minifter That be upon ſuch; and 
that of God to which he is ſubject even the arointing he battFre ceived, 
ſhall inſtt ud trim in che Spirit of met kneſ, dom and judgment; to 
God out the traut reſſout and lay the dword upon bim : and ſuch hall 
not beat the Sword in vom but a ter rour tothe evil · doer ſhall be, h- 
out reſpect to che perſons of men, or any uther thing, but only to the 
Law of God; which is one with that in che C Guſt / ence. "i 
© So is Chriſt honoured as Law - giver, and Judpge,and Kirg., ard with 
this hondur be honoureth ſuch Rulers in the Cortciences of all bis 
people, and before all th: World: and though che World kaows not 
the Authority of ſuch, nor from whom they bave it: yet ail that fear 
God do ʒand are made to conſeſs them before God and Man: And fo 
Iſaiab was made to confeſs tu C/ us N hon others cuunted 8 Feathen, 


for it is the Anchority in the Per ſon chat is bonour.b e, where ever it 


is placed. So Meſes was dreadful in this auto. iiy, tl. Cugb ocberwiſe 
but a ſlepherd, and the meck eſt man in the Mord. Arid SA, a 
poor man, yet chis Authority made tbe F.ider» of &ethelew to tremble 
at his coming when chey heard thereof. Nay, it is tuo much to inſtance 


in particulars; for all chat ever honoured Cod in this, he honouted 


them, Whoſe nan es are ble ſſing to his day, and their me moria i H afl 


not rot, for when ſuch reiꝑn, the people rejoy ce ibar delight in E igh- 
teonſneſs, the Juſt are bold, ard Rightecuſneſ. flouliſhes in the open 
Areets; and wickedneſs is aſhamed, and is hid, end the Innoc ent cl: p 


their bands for joy that the Lord reigns, ard their Goverrours are of 


- - themſelves : When Chriſt rules all in all, then be makes his Cfficers 
Feage,and his ExaRtors Righteguinels, 24 5 
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Comctrnlng Covert, ra. | 
- Butiſ i be ſxid, Muſt not men own wicked Magiſtrates? 1 ſay, 
they are to be owned and obeyed in all things. as they are appointed by 
God ; for God limits them, and hath fer boupds to them, thougb th 
know it not and ſo far as they command the Will of God, they are ta 
be obeyed for conſcience ſakeʒ but when they ate contrary to God, an 
command that which God forbids, and forbid what he commands, then 
God is to be obeyed, and man denyed for Conſcience ſake; for none 
can be obeyed for Conſcience ſake, who commands that whichis con- 
trary to that of God in the Conſcience,rhough many de den the Lord, 
and conform to ſuch; yet who are guided by the Spirit of God, which 
keeps the conſcience clean, never could, but in all Ages have ſofſered 
violence from ſuch, to keep their Conſciences void of offencefor ſo it 
muſt be wben Rulers themſelves deny obedience to God in Spixit, chen 
all who walk after che Spirit muſt needs ſuffer by tbemn. 
And here is the ground of all Perſecution that ever was, when G- 
vernours are out of the fear of God; and ſtand in their own wills, and 
walk after the fleſh, then that ſeed rules, which perſecutes him char is 
born after the Spirit, and ſo the enmity getting up, ſnares are laid for 
the innocent, to make him an offender for a word, who is none indeed: 
And from this ground have the Lambs been devoured always as evils 
doers, but ever Innocent, yet never wanting sccuſarions, as Hereticks, 
Ring-leaders of Sects and Seditions Blaſphemers and the like 3 that ſo 
the Devil may the more blind che World, leaſt they ſhould i er 


4 


vy, and their innoc ency. AY 
And in the time of ſuch Goveryowrs hath the Lamb born teſtimony 
in much patience, meekneſs and long: fuffering, bearing all the ve« 
nom and envy that the Serpent cculd caſt. ont upon him (where be 
was manifeſt in the Creature) for a witneſs againſt all ſuch Rulers, 
that his long ſuffering might lead them to repentance, and leave them 
without excuſe in the day of his wrath ;; and againſt ſuch is he finiſh» - 
ing his reſtimony at this day. And a blinder Generation never wai . 
in any Age, who haue run from all tenderneſs, ſo far into that wil 
dom, that many are grown wholly paſt feeling; impriſoning, Whip- 
ing. and torturing their Brethren for fuch things as never any Age of 
perſecution can parallel. And it muſt needs be ſo : For asevery G 
aeration of that Seed grows more ſubtil, ſo (to the things of Chriſt) 
more blind and deaf. So that its rare to find ore, who bath an car 
to hear oppte ſſion 4, bur not one, 8 beait is perfect to deny te 


Worlds 


* 


| er favour; to bear witneſs againſtithe ground of Oppreſſon: 80 
e juſt man periſheth,and none layes it to | 
art, whoſe hearts are filled with ſelſiſh pa 
6 rule for God, whoſe heart is not ru 
in the beart,then che juſt raigns,and 
Che that cules for the juſt, rules for 
juftzfirſt in himſelf; then ĩn all che W 
dge may hear the cauſe of the poor in 


r God, not from obedience to che 
God, ehe heart being filled with ſelFend. 


rule for God, nor wich God, wheis no reſpecter of perſons, but only 
ſuch 8s walk in obedience to that juſt principle of 


roy Walle 


fy | God, do ever ſuffer by ſuch. 
f bis fear. And though theſe be ſet in their places by the 
permiſſion or appointment of God, yet not knowing him, who ordereth 

ings,to order themzthough chey are reſtrained from evil, or made 
to do his Will yet have they no reward, not. ſhare in it. not doing it in o- 
bedience of Ga, nor from a principle of equity, not knowing Chriſt 


viding and leading them therein ; they ate no Chriſtians, whar ever 
Ger mariah themſelves. - Ws 60-117 
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Light, the truth is ſeen, and che obedience that is one in Chuiſt 


5 c n U  Waciftracy, 55 
And to ſuch as theſe who mind not thar'of God to govern withal, 
hath God ſent his Servanes to teſliſie, to their faces of their departure 
from the juſt principle, and ſo cannot pleaſe God with his Govern- 
ment, (yet did they never plot againſt them, nor murmur) whichif they 
did bear, they rejoyc'd.to-ſee them eſtabliſhed as a bleſling to the'plae 
and people,which the people of God ever ſeek to God for z but i 


grieve 


hear not, then they are made to mourn that God ſhould be gri 


and his Creature loſt, eſpecially in ſach a place by which God may be 


ſo diſhenourcd, and a Nation or Town plagued from the Lord for his 
ſake,who bath the ſword of God in his hand, and ſuffers fin, but puni- 
ſhes the Innocent, both which the Lord will revenge; and ſeldom but 
the place where it is done taſtes thereof, which ſuch as rule with God, 
and for him, prevent: yea by ſuch the peace bath been lengthened af- 
ter the Judgment bath been pronounced. So when the Righteous 
raigns, God is honoured, and good men tejoyce; but when wicked» 


neſs gets up inthe Kiog, then che Lord is diſhonoured, and the glory, 


departs, 


Concerning obedience. 


wherein men and women (in the firſt birth, and wiſdom therein 
read. the Scriptures, and there find what the Saints performed in 
Spirit and Power of the Lord Feſw, and from that ſet themſelves on 
work to do the like 3 and ſo male an immitation inſtead of obedience, 
and ſet up ſelſ · works inſtead of Chriſts works; and obey ſel&ri 
N rs of 6 3 aud ſo cover t - — 
with filthy Rags inſtead of everlaſting Righteouſneſs But all w 

will know true obedience, muſt rſt know a meafare of Gods Spirit 
in the Light of Jeſus, and therein moving and drawing towards Chriſi 
Jeſus, wherein the Faith is, which layes bold on Righteouſ- 
neſs which is in Chriſt Jeſus, and by tbe moving of bis Spire in the 


bes 


the ſecohd Ads: Andas the Creityreis joyned in the Li 


that Spirit of Chriſt, and in believing, there is the Liſe of Jeſus: 


made manifeſt, quickning the body unto that one Obedihee, whit 

is contrary to the will of man; and the mind being kept ſpiri 

the meaſure the ſeed is raiſed; _ the new is bord, of thet 
* 2 


* 
* 


= 
FT 


piritual and living Obedience, is not that of mats way and will, 


1 
Spirit; 
to 


towbich Seed the ptomiſe; and power in Wͤäerein the Creature is 
Joyned Heir with Chriſt Jeſs, who is God's Righteouſneſs ; and ſo 
he Fach is the Gla&Tydings of good things preached to the 
Jau, amid by the ert of the Goſpel preached᷑ ro the Creature; the 
Nichreoufneſs of Goch is revealed from Faith to Faith, and the juſt 
lives in that Faith, and Chr iit is manifeſt for Obedience to the Faith: 
andi all chat are in this Faith, are in che one Obedience, which is in 
briſt jeſus which be learn'd: of tbe Father for us; that in that 
Obedience wany may be made Righteous; 3nd all that Jearns Chriſt, 
Paras his Obedience, which was, not what he faw or heard from 
Men, bur what ke ſawand heard of the Father; not in his own time 
or will, but in the Fathers; nor in his on ſtrengih could be do an 
thing, but what he ſee the Father do, in that work he was Pound, 
doing che ſame, as he was taught of the Father in his Obedience to 


Fim; not what the · Sotibes and Phariſees did, though they ſate in 
Maſes-Seat,. nor what the World approved; but what was contrary 


ko all the World, and contrary to bis own will; only ſubmitting to 
the moving of the Spirit of the Father that dwelt in him, by which 


dilone be was to be guided and furniſhed to every good work. 
And'allthatbelievein him, and follow bis Light, be leads into the 


ſame E and Obedience, out of all carnal knowle*ge, power, 
1 : . © 
Obedienee 


ncez and by Faith che Creature is made partaker of this 
Obe. and the Power thereof from Faith to Faith And all that 
have learned him, 4s be is, fo are they in this preſent Nerd, both in Love, 
and Life, and Power, and Spirit: and in all this in the meaſure as he is 
learnedjand es any comes to the unity of the Faith,in him, to his mea - 
Ae, ſiatur e, and ſul nel, ſo the obedience is but one: the power one, the 
way one, and the Son one, and the Father one. And this 1s not any 
thing from wichout, but in Spirit ® is learned and obtained, and the 
5 of it is hid from all who are without, and the Miniſtration of 
it is-Spiricual, within, wbereby that Obedience is known, which, is to 
he Truth, through the Spirit, which is in Life; and not in Imitation; 
the Will of God. and not inSelfewill; whicli obedience ſtatids not 
Jo any thing ſeen from wan, or by man done, thereby to immitate,or 
do thelike, for that is two obediences 3 but it ſtands in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and in his n obedience to the Father, ſeen in the Light, and in the 
2 whereby the Believer is made one in it, and it in him; 

as the ſame Father calls for the fare Obedience in Spirit, ſo 520 


9 _— on 
* * 


x 


* 


Concerning obedlence. | 37 
the ſame Spirit doth the Believer offer up himſelf, and all be bath in 
the ſame Power and Obedience in Chriſt Jeſus: And ſo as the Crea- 
ture by Faith partakes of that one obedience, in the ſecond Adam, he 
is made Righteous, and no furtherzeven as all are made ſinners as they 
partake o the diſobedience of the firſt Adam, and no further, _ 

And who knows to partake of this obedience, knows the eternal 

Spirit in which all the Children of God have been caught, and enabled 
to this one obedience, in their ſeveral meaſures, ever ſince the World 
was, which is not works by them done; but che everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, obeyed in that Spirit, according to the motions thereof 
ſeeg in the Light of Chriſt, which none knows who ate beart-blind,and 
who minds the motions of the fleſh,and obeys them, their minds being 

dne out to carnal pleaſures, the Call co this obedience is not by them 

Beate .nevertheleſs the ſame carnal Spirit that leads out into the World 
reaches to make an imĩtat ion of this obedience, and ſo deceives the 
ſimplicity, by ſetting up a liceneſs without life; and ſo glories in appea · 
rance, but not in heart. And the witneſs of God in the heart or con. 
ſcience of ſuch, teſtifying to the face of ſuch, that their obedience is 
not perfect nor accepted ; they conclude,that there can be no perſect 
obedience attained in this World;they not knowing the mighty power- 
ful working of God in Spirit, which worketh in chem perfectly who be- 
lieve and walk in tbe Lights whereby ſuch become bis workmanſhip in 
Chriſt Jeſus wroughr.into his obedience, and his obedience into them, 
in the ir meaſure, till they become of one heart, one mind, one ſoul; one 
ſpirit, one fleſh, and bone, and blood, and one obedience, and one life, that 
it is no more we that live, but Chriſt that lives in us; and the life that 
we now live is by Faith in the Son of God: and though the fulneſs of 
this obedience is not attained at once, yet the leaſt meaſure of it is per- 

fect, and accepted; and ſo accepted, in him, in whom it is wrought as 

the obed ience of a Child is as pure, clear, and willing, as the fir 

mani; even ſo is the new Birth im Chriſt Jeſus,according to what God 
requires thereof, who never requires, but what he gives; and never 
gives, but what is perſect, and what be perfectly accepts which gifts are 
all in his Son and in him, the leaſt is accepted, and ever one that therein 
exerciſe themſe lyes without mixture. 


Concernſug 


—  - - 


3 Cini gu Works, 
* 2 is but obe good. ſo there is but one worker of good ip Hea- 
8 . ö e d 4 
in the beginning and int work, and will, was man wrovghr in 
the will of God: in his Image and goodneſs he ſtoc ling from 
this ſtedfaſinefs that was in God,” and beraking bim unto ſelf, thert» 
by to become wiſe, he became ſubtil and proud in bimſelf, ſeeking to be 
as God, was caſt out from God, his Power, Love, and Goodneſgzand be» 
fallen into the dark Imaginary of his own heartzand finding him 
* under the Curſe (whereof the Light of Chriſt in the Conſcience is 
424 Witneſehde hath ſer himſelf to make a likeneſs of God, and Chriſt, and 
Gods Worthip,and good Works, Faith, Hope, Patience,Love,&ec. but 
being under the powers of darkneſs, neither knows God, *nor bis 
Worte; but is deceived by the Prince of Dirknefs, and ſo doth pleaſe 
” - himſefwithanfmmitarion of God, and his Work, but wichout powe |- 
-- erg und ſo, as be imapines, is doing good: Bat the teſlimony of God 1 
nn his heart, bears witneſs againſt bim, that bis Work us not nor 
- ---nccepted- He alſo imagines that be is redeemed, but is ſtill under 
the commandin rof Satan, let Captive at his will; who that be 
may the more ty blind him, he leads him ſometimes into a ſeem- 
ing worſhip; chat ſg he may not ſo much fuſpect his way, nor be too 
much troubled at his other wnrighteous practices: So that the work 
of men in this ſtate, have n worſhip;and each ſort thinks they are rights 
though there be but one way, and they all without it: and each 1 
thoughts,are not ſo bad as others; but bave their ſever good work, 


— 8 be but one good work, and they all out of it in tbeir own | 
And it is no'ſmat! work to undeceive the leaſt of theſe who ate F 


thus conceited, though men of greater wits apd parts (as they call | 


ceipt to another; yet alf the Worlds . ring them in- 
to the good work, nor the way wherdin ir is wrought... Ovely ſuch 


who mind the Light of Chriſt in their dark Hearts, which manifeſts 
to them the evildeeds, and reproves them for them, and- can believe 
it to be the Light of Chrift, and thereto take heed to fojlow it out 


ef tbr World, and caroal mindedneſs, and in that E Abb wa, 7 


- 
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Concerning good Works, 3s 
Living Word they come to receive ia their hearts,onely fuch come i 
to the good work and will of God: For without the Word was no- 
thing made, nor without it can any be redeemed : For it is the Word 
of the Lord, beard and received, that quickens the Dead, and raiſes ta 
Life that which is dead in the treſpaſſes and (ins, and the Spiritual man 
being quickned, the power of the Word brings fotth in him, the wor 
of Gods righteouſneſs, which was from everlaſting ; which, in the 
meaſure thereof, confirms the Creature unto God in Righteouſneſs,” 


- who loſt the Image in unrighteouſneſs : and ſo is the Creature renew 


ed in the Spirit of the mind, and inward parts, to receive wiſdom and 
wer in the bidden man, how to eſcape the evil, and reſiſt it, and to 
ing to Light what God-begers in the heart, and fo the new Crea - 

ture is ſeencreated in Chriſt ſeſus unto good works, to walk therein, 

as was fore- ordained. » en TINY 

And as the Believer is found diligent in the Lighe waiting, and in the 
Spirit obedient to this work, in this work he comes ſtill more to learn ' 

Power and Teac hing, and Chriſts obedience, and Gods wiſdom 
and care over him, in leading into the ſuſſerings, and tribulations, trals, 
and temptations,and the Faith and Fellowſhip with Chriſt therein; in 
which, if the Creature ſtand, not a hair can fall, but he is ſure to come 
ont more pure than Gold; and ſo in all this work, be grows in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and his Sonſhip, toward the meaſure, and ſtature, 
and ſulneſs of the Perfect man, into the likeneſs of God: And thus, 
the Saints were made conformable to God, by bis mighty working, 
whereby be wrought powerfully in them, after his good pleaſure,con- 
trary to their fle(bly pleaſures; And what is thus wrought, is good, be- 
cauſe it comes from the Fountain of all good; and this is not a new 
work, but the everlaſting good work of God, manifelt to the Creature, 
and through the Creature to the World;by which God is glorified, who - 
g the Father and Author, and Finiſher thereof in every one that be- 
Eeves. 

And this is no ſelſ-work; nor can it be wrought in any but where 
Self is denyed, and a Croſsto ſelf taken up : ſo boaſting is -exclu- 
ded, the Creature having nothing but what be bath received; nei» 
ther by his own will nor Deed, but by believing in the Light, and 
in obedience of Faith. And with this Faith and Work are all the 
World judged, who are in their own Works; and all that are with-- 
out works, whoſe Faith is dead, and to every good e 


— 


—  Oonvirning good works. 
And whoſe works are their own, their prayers are 'abominatign 3 
here the works come not from this one everlaſting Work and Work- 
'.- ings. For though thereby many Works; as to the Creatures obedience 
and mea ſure, yet they all compleat but this one Work of the Creature: 
r Gods praiſe therein, the beginning and end of all. 3 
ö 


of this Work of God is all the World ignorant, who are 
| preaching, pre ſſing, and acting their good works, (as they call chem} 
but all their works do not manifeſt a Power that brings them out of 
fin, and the Worlds Conformity, and ſervice thereof in his wayes and 
worſhip : but every good Work of Godin his Saints, who become obe- 
tient to his working, as they ſubject to bring forth the good Work and 
Will of God; every Work begets the Creature nearer to God, and into * 
kis likeneſs and nature : and this is the reward of good works to every 
one who are exerciſed therein, that thereby they are wrought out of 
the Worlds likeneſs and conformity, and ſo out of their friendſhip, till 
all manner of evil they ſuffer for the Name of God that is in them, and 
the nature of his works, which is abomination to the Worlds works, „. 
and the World to them. And fo their name being caſt out as evil | 
- pmong men, they are received into the love of the Father of the | 
Work, for which they are hated of the World; and ſo the reproach 
of the World becomes great riches to all who love God, and are obe 
dient to bis work, which none who ſtand in their own wills can in- 
herit, 
And ſo Self-works,and Gods works are manifeſt in the light. The 
one is, that which men ſee, or hear. or imagine; and ſo ſet themſelves to 
imitate the ſame in their own Wills, and Wayes,which they have con- 
ceived in their faln wiſdom, and earthly minds; not in Spirit new born, 
but in the old letter, or tradition from men: But Gods works are thoſe 
which are from everlaſting, before the Will of Man, or the Worlds Cu- 
ſtomszand therefore muſt conform to neither: but every one who in- * 
to this work will come, muſt deny the World, and their own Witls'z 
and all that is in them muſt bow, and conform to the motion of the 
Spirit, and to its workings, which is ſeen to ſuch as inthe Light dwel), 
and inics way and time muſt bring forch tFe fruit of che Spirit in due 
ſeaſon ; nat the works of the fleſh,nor to th: fleſh ; but the working of 
the Spirit ro God, in the ſight. of God; and the praiſe of ſuch is got of 
the World, who bring not forth to the World; but of God, who bring 
forth to God; and the World praiſes its o 


Concerning 


UM 


e 2040 Cuneruin: Ele#1on, and Reprobation. | 


Th 


it, nor receive it who is in th: reprobate ſlate; though many be 


difputing about it in the dark ; which none know but the Children of | 
Light.” $690 as one NN bave obtained favour to have this myſtery re- 


pſt al accord! ing to permiſſion wrice a few words, an is revered, 
in Jeſs, yet can bercteived by no mans wiſdem,not any who are born 


after the fleſn; but who knows what it is to walk in the Spirit, ſhall. 


witneſs me hereiti. 


And I deny at of that Spiric who ſhould fooliſbly 4 to 
bave concluded the eondemnation of ſome perſons 


come into the . "and; though they fee after God, 0 


825 live 9 
dye in their fins. And this is the Spirit of the World, which knows - 


cannot be ſaved, becauſe God tyth 2 
the contrary, ſome are concluded to Saſv 


ſed the contrar 
vation, though 


not the "ſetrec;” of God revealed in Spirit, and therefore judge 3 
from the Letter, from tb 1770 ſhadowes, but k "hm 
_ do paß F n 4 but being without, ſo 5 
Bir note kr Fry ce yas © of God but who comes to 
the ne for in the beginning was the Hection, and 1 
bation eſtabliſhed, by an eternal decree unalterable i in the two ſeed⸗ 
chat after ehe fleſh; anch that after the Spirits ang he char can judge 1 
theſ&tw6;HE knows the twoveſſels ordai edto — & dichonour: 
and 44 bvery one is found in'rhefe rhefe,ſois'© is Gods purpoſe touching them. 
Now in the Fall all are in the diſtionour, and fo children of wrath 
under the cutſe and heirs thereof, and fo without God, or the pro- 
miſe: and ſo not having the in-dwelling of God, no veſlels of bo- 
noir; but be let el, in hor ow Chriſt Jeſus is the E- 
lection, and the eleck feed, in the N is obtained, and in 
whom alone it is eſtabliſhed j Io the of all the 'diſhonour 
his Light istetidered af out of the 4 onour, the curſe, and 
the fall : and whatſoever he be thut will believe in his Ligbt, with- 
out reſpect of perſo * he leads, our ofthe World; and to the clean - 
ſing and putgi 11 y, foot and mind, till the "reflel bech x 
from the 6ldneſs of the 4h 
the newneſs oſ the Pier be witteſe, and ſo the Creature in _ | 


—— 


41 


bn that which is Sealed, from all the World ; nor can any know. | 


= 
—— 


Ind aff: ions and luſt of the fDeſh, till 
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42 Concerning Election, and Reprobation, 


and mind is brought out of the fleſh, wherein the diſbonour lodges, and 
wWhicbhi s prepared for diſhonour , and is brought to live in the Spirit, 


is witneſſed. prepared for the Maſters uſe; Who while be lived inthe 
fleſh, was prepared for diſhonour, and fitted for deſtructiog; Not 
knowing the Maſter, nor bis uſe ; though God with much long ſuffer. 
ing endure ſuch Veſſels, that be may at bis pleaſure, Mew. his wrath 
thereon, O will nor own the mercy ſhewed in his Son. And for this 
purpoſe bad be long endured Phareab, ſuffered his oppreſſion, till he 
was fit to ſhew his power upon him; who had long been ſetting Lim» 
ſelf above the Seed of God. As alſo be did the Amorites, till their 
iniquities were full ; and ſo doth many at this day who proceed to one 
ickedneſs after another, till they fill up their meaſure, that he may 
—_ known his wrath upon them that will not own bis Seed, 
And fo ſhall it be with all, who own not the Fiede of Chriſt, and 
whoſe day of vilication is paſt 4 ſuch hath a weaſure' of fin to fill up 
in the otber ſeed, which they ſhall not paſs. And for this purpoſe is 


- that ſeed raiſed up, and prepared, that he may ſbew his power upon 


dim who doch not retain the Knowledge of God; that they all 
might be damned, who take pleaſure u eee ſerving the 
Creature more than tbe Creator, whoſe, hearts are filled with: all 
laſciviouſneſs, and fleſhly luſts : and theſe are the veſſels of diſho- 
nour. But if any man purge himſelf from theſe, be (tall be a veſſel 
unto honour, ſanctified and meet for the Maſters uſe, and. prepared 
unto every good work, which they. who live in theſe things are to 
the good work reprobare,to God, and to the F 


rit, and they that are after the fleſh : and they that are after tbe fleſh 
are not the ſeed ; but they that are iſter the Spirit are accounted for 
the Seed; and theſe have obtained, but ihe reſtare hardened. And 
- - ſo there is no unrighceonſneſs with Gad, but theunrighteouſneſs is 
with men, who teject the 2 e Lord againſt. themſelves, 
and chuſe to abide in that which Go. 11 curſed, and wherein all 
muſt be hardened to their own deſtruction, notwithſtanding .all their 
endeavours and labours, prayers and tears that are in this nature, irs 
not accepted: this being the Seed which God böth put the enmity 
in againſt his own Seed,it cannot be well pleafing to him. For in this 
be bath p ac ed bis diſpleaſure, hut in the pther.. mercy, wherein be 
is 


' where the luſts of the fleſh is not fulfilled 3 and ſo the veſſil of honour 


ge che Faith of God. Andſo 
here is the Election and Reprobation, they thar, are after the Spi- 


Concerning Blocfian, and Rejrebation. 


is well pleaſed for his mercies ſake: So jt is not of him that willi, vor of 
him that runs but of him that hath ſhewed mercy 3 and this mercy hath he 
ſec above all bis Works: ſo he that ſtayes in the World cannot obtain 
it, but the Light which lead: out of the World, leads up to it; and 
whoſoever comes unto him, he will in no wiſe caſt off : but who comes 
28 him, ire caſt off already, beeauſe they will not come to the Ligh 
of life. | - | 1 

So, rend your condemnation, you vain Bablers, who ſpend your 
time wich diſputing about Ele ion with your reprobate minds. 
When ye find thit the Light of Chriſt condemns you for your luſis 
and earthly delight, and the Spirit of God moves in you againſt your 
evil deeds, but you will not be obedient thereto ; but you {till bar» 
den your hearts againſt the Light, that is the reprobare ſlate; and 
that is the Spirit of God that {trives in thee againſt ir, which would 
not thou ſhould dye in it; then let that of in thy Conftience 
judge if thy deſtruction be not of thy ſelf, whoſe way is reprobate 
from God: and let that of God in thy own Conſcience, which re- 
proves thee for thy wickedneſs, be i witneſs againſt thee thm God 
delights not in thy deſtruction, bar father that thou ſhoulaſt repent ; 
and fo hath given thee bis Light to reprove thee and lead thee o re- 
pentance, ſhewing that he bath not concluded thy condemnation bes 
fore thou waſt born: And let the ſame Light which checks thee for 
thy (in, and lets thee ſee in thy heart, that the Righredus God hath ap- 
pointed a day wherein all {ball receive after their dojngs, be u witheſs 
azainſt thy vain thoughts, that God bath not concladed to quit thee 


in thy wickedneſs 3 not do tby ſetfiſh imaginations make thy fins any 


leſs in Gods accompt. And lo the Agree, of all the Earth 
wilt proceed to do Righteouſneſs : And therefore to make way for 
the ſame, hath he placed bis pure Light in the heart of every one that 
will mind, which will clearly ſhew you all, whether you be in the E- 
lect Seed, or in the ſeed of evil-doers; and this Light is that which 
being believed, and followed, doth reveal the Election and Reprobati- 
on 5 and without it, none knows who is Elected or Repro bated, not 


can judge thereof : but if the Light be minded, it will reprove the Re- 


probate and his way, (wbich is contrary to God in his own beart) for 
bis own works, but whoſe work is wrouęht in God, with rhe Light, is 


juſtified, N of 
| G 2 | C oncer ming 
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There is the Old Map. & a New Man, which is known in the Light; 
ind their ſeverał Birt bs, and their ſeveral Natures, and Kinted: | 
According vo that whereof they are born: That which is born ofthe 
 Earth,is earthly, fleſhly, carnal, and corrupt; and this is the ſtate of the 
d Man, aud all that are in that ſtate äre fallen from God, and his Cõ- 
venant, and axe in the Curſe, and wholly blind in beart, as touching the 
1 of Godz yet in tbe fenſual wiſdom of the fleſh, make proſe ſſion 
of God and bis Gofpe!. but being heart · blind, neither knows God nor 
his Power, but is Panel from rhe Life of God, and led Captive in * 
the dari at his Will, wl af FDarkneſs: ard wbstevef fe 
. ade 1 d in th e 7 7 1 but | 
gouk nat he accepted for he was our of .the ſtate of well: doing, or 
well. being, yet would ba ve been accepted. And in this ſlate Eſam, 
gh the bleſling, and wept ſor it, but could not obtain it: And in 
e cave Nicudemas to Chriſtz, bur could not enter into the 
inthac tate, por knew. the Neu- Birth, though be loved 
Beit, and believed him to be ſent of God : and this is that ſtate Do 
vid of, when he ſaith, If I regard iniquity, God will not hear i 
Prayer. Andi in this ſtate you all are, who are worfhipping in your 
carnal minds, and ſenſual wiſdom. in the flefh. | 
But char which is born of the Heavenly, is Heavenly, Spiritral. 
Eternal, and incorruptible; which is the ſlate of the New Man, 
which of God is begotten of the Divine Nature: and as is his Na- 
dure, ſo is tis Works; and ſo his delights are Spirituy, as he is ſpi- 
zitual ;. for as is the Man, ſoarebis Works; and as is the Free, fois 
his Fruit, and ſo he that is born of this Seed, is born of God; and 
he that is born of God, fins not, in whom that Seed, remains, And 
all who remain in this Seed; and it in them, chis bath the Promiſe 
and P ower that pntr off the Old Man with bis Deeds, Luſts, and 
Aſſections; and fo the body of fin 3 off through the Body 
of Chriſt, the Redemption is witr rſſed; and as the Creature paſ- 
ſeth from the Old to the New, ſo they paſs from the Death co the 
Life; for the Life: i in the New, and ſo the victory is received in 
the New, over fin, the Grave, and Hell, which the Worlds Birth 
talks of in their fallen Nature, but cannot receive the Power and 


Victory, 


ne oat 


UN 


Conveying the Nem Birth, Ms - 

Victory, where by to enter into that Kingdom, nor ſee the glory ol it, | 
and ſo takes up thee reſt, and delights in viſible things, and io encum- 
bers themſelves with that, the end vhereof is deſtructionʒ which t hoſe 
who are horn of the Spirit tread upon, and cannot ſet their minds upon, 
nor bo unto, nor be conformable to ſuch vanities. And ſo thoſe y 
are of the Heavenly cannot have communion with the eatthly, they be- 
ing contrary minded. in all things; So that which is wiſdom to the one, 

is fooliſhneſs to the other, and ever was. 12 
So the Spiritual Seed could never worſhip the Heathen Gods, nor 
can it bow to their imaginations for that Seed which is of God, leads 
the heart up to God; and that which is ofthe Earth. to earthly things; 
and ſo thoſe that are the Children of God, are led by his Spirit of wh. ch 
they are born; and the Children of this World, by the ſpirit of-this 
World are captivated into the Worlds ways, and fafbions z and lo of 
it, wherein is the Serpents Seat, and Kingdom wherein be rules, and 
wherein his power is ſeen in all who are diſobedient to the Light of 
Chriſt the new Man; ſo being given up (becauſe of the blindnels of 
their hearts)to his power, which is always in the dark, in ſuch be brings. 
forth bis enmity againſt the babes of God born after the Spirit, Chi—- 
dren of the Light, of the Immortal Seed, who bear the Image of the 
inviſible God, and have the Spiritual worſhip, into which they are 


led and guided with the Eternal Spirit, of which they ate born; 


which can no longer ſtay in any Form of worſhip than God ſtayes 
therein ; but by his Spirit is led to. follow him into whatever he goes. 
and out of whatever he departs: which thoſe who are born aſtet the 
fleſh, and ſee but the out. fide, and Form, and there abides when God 
is departed, ſuch are the ſeat of Satan become, where he ſits and per> 
ſecutes ſuch as follow the Spirits teaching, into its ſeveral Miniftrati- 
ons; And therein bath the Serpent beguiled the Creature, by getting 
into ſomewhat of the Form once uſed with the Saints (whiltt God 
dwelt therein) and to that adds inventions of his own, called Decency, 
and Order, and the like, and with this hath deceived the Creatures, 
ſo as to ſerve his ends, to ſhed the blood of their brethren, under a 
pretence of error, and blaſphemy, and denying -Ordinances, ard 
Worſhips, and as being leaders of dangerous Seas and Hereſie, deny- 
ing Government, turning the World upſice down, and the like: So. 
that the Children of Light have been ever numbred amongſt tranſgreſ- 


ſours, but were never ſo, further than to tranſgreſs the wills of men, 
| to 
5 


Concerning the New Birth, Cee, 
d oblerve tbe will of God: yet none of theſe did ever ſuffer as well 
© -|Goets in the World's act ompt, but as not worthy to live in the World, 
| being born of a principle above che World, which the Natutal man 
knows not, So de that is born after the fleſh perſecutes him that is 
born aſter the Spirit, as it is at this day, thinking they do God ſervice, 
ber auſe they know not that Father, nor the Son, but live in darkneſs, 
not owning that, whereof the Children of Light are horn, ſo becomes 
their Enemies, | 1 8 4 
Aud this is your ſtate who reſiſt that meaſure of Light that ſhines 
in your dark hearts, that ſhews your evil deeds. So being againſt the 
Light of the Spirit, you are Enemies to all wbo of that Spirit are borh, 
Aud ſo fat as you ſee the ground and root of your diſobedience to the 
Light in your ſelves that reproves of ſin, ſo far you may ſee the ground 
df your enmity, and no farthef. And untill you joyn to that Light, 
you cannot be one with that Seed, but hate it; for that which is born 
"of che will of the fleſh is enmity to that which is born of the will of 
God; and that which is born of God is enmity with the World; and 
gonformity to it. And with the Light are you judged to be of the fleſh + 
-who love the things of the fleſh, and mind them; and who conform 
to this World are of it: whatever you profeſs to the contrary, the 
- *Ligbt will find yon our 4 which Light leeds above all theſe things up 
to the Father of Light 3 which Light is one with all who are born of 
The Spirit, but a witneſs againſt you who are born of the fleſh. So 
they chat are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, that in your conſcience 
it witneſs, the Lightwhich is condemnation. But who is born of the 
Spirit, with ſuck he is well pleaſed, the teſtimony of their conſcience, 
bearing them witneſs in the Sight of God, chat they are his Children 
and born of him; and their envy, and reproach, and ſuffering from 
- . *:the Wotld, for teſtifying againſt the deeds thereof, are as a cloud of 
1 witneſſes, that they are not of it, for it loves its own, and ſo the enmity 
F is ſeen, put between the ſeeds; that of the Serpent ſeeks 8 word, or a 
forth without, whereby to murthec and deſtroy the Creature that 
* God hath made, under a pretence of {ervirg God, but the Seed of 
+ God ſtrikes at the dead of that enmity, and 100t of fin; but ſaycsthe 
> work of God alive. 0 ee, 


Concer mig 
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Cenctrning the Baptiſm of Chriſt, from that the world ſa cali. 


N. the World there be many ſorts and forms of Beptiſms; but in 
Chriſt there is but one, aud chat is that of the Spiric,and this is the 
Baptiſm of Chrift, and all that are bapriſed with it, we baptiſed into 
his death, buried with him unto the World, its ways and worſhips, loves 
and friendſhips, and to all that in them is, which would conform er 
bow #dereto; and throngh this death is the Seed of God raiſed up out 
of the grave, quickned by the ſame Spirit, which raiſed Jeſs from 
the dead. And all that are Baptiſed with this Spirit, fand che old men 
dead and buriedjthey ate raiſed a ſpiritual Seed unto God, boly and 
zealous of good works, being begotten again of another nature from 
above, which is but one; and all as tbey ate baptized herein, grow 
into one in God the Father, & the Son Jeſus Chriſt, and ſa the Saints 
were all baptized by one ſpirit into one body, ont of that na- 
ture in which all differences are, Seas, and Opiniors, ard ſo come 
to put on Chriſt, which is but one; for as many as ate bap;jzed into 

Chriſt,have put oo Chriſt, ard his mind and aflections; and ſuch know 

a farther prize than contentions abeut Elements of the World, or 
waſhings withou zneicher do they ſtand laying again ſuch foundations, 
as ſtands in times, and feafons, and cuſtoms, and perſons, as all the 
World iscontending about, who are in the many baptiſms, and many 
faſbiong; ſome concending, for ſprinkling Inſants, ſome for dipping tbem, 
ſome ſor ſprinkling them over again, and ſome for dipping them over 
again, when they are grown to ſuch a confuſion in outward words: 
and many other outward Ceremonies they keep themſelves diſputing 
and jangling about, from the Leiter, in an imitation of ob's Miniſtry 
calling it the baptiſm of Chriſt; but out of the Spirit and power ot, 
Chrift, or Joh» either; yea, ſo far from the power, as not come to 
the form of either. q 

And this effect this hath taken in all who are gone out into the 
World, in theſe immitations and 1 ſo many Bapriſms, 
© many Religions, and Sects; and every Sect Maſter and his Fol- 
lowers, ſet themſelves againii all other in the way they have con- 
ceived to be rigbr, and to that way muſt all bow, or elſe. no agree» 
ment, though never ſo near in other things nay, ſo zealous they 


are for their likeneſs, that if any come nog into it, though the Spi- 
rit 
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| Concerning Baptiſme. &c. 
rit of God be in them, and they themſelves confeſs it, yet he muſt not 
\ ſpeak'iin that Creature in their Churches, without 2 their 
Forms of water, which are all different one from another; though the 
Spirit of God be but one, and cannot be limited to any viſible form or 
radiment, And thus the form is ſet above the power, and not the true 
form neither; but as men have conceived from the Letter, by the 
' Counſels of their on brain; ſome in the Popiſh Counſels, ſome ſince, 
but none from the Mouth oſ the Lord: And therefore they are ſcat- 
tered in their imaginations and Baptiſms. But who are baptized with 
the Baptiſm of the Spirit, are baprized into one body. But all that are 
without, who are the neareſt are in the error, not knowing the Scrip» 
ture, nor power of God herein: For all-who have not their Law, guide, 
and rule in Spirit, axe in that Generation who have erred, and loſt the 
Saints guide: and ſuch are ſcattered with what they from the Letter 
imagine, into diviſions. 33-88 
And this was that which Paul ſaw getting in amongſt the Churches 
in his time, ſetting up Sects, and the perſon by whom they were baptiz- 
ed: puſe up for them, againſt the other Apoſtles, ſome of Paul, ſome 
of Petter, & c. Which Paul ſeeing,tbanks God be baptized no more of 
them; and plainly ſayes, Chriſt ſent bim not to Baptixed but to preach the 
Goſpel, though he could uſe it until he ſaw them make an Idoll of ir; 
thereby to makediviſions & parties, & to puff up one above another, 
ab it is now uſed at this day yea far more, for it is now made the key to 
let in, and ſhut out of that they call a Church; yea further,ſome ſay 
none cun be ſaved without it, but all that have it, zre Believers, and ſhall 
be faved; and ſo ſet it in the place of Chriſt. ine 
But others ate more moderate, who finding it prGiſed in the 


Letter, they ſay it is an Ordinance, and they who praiſe it not, de - 


ny an Ordinanceof Chriſt. To ſuch IL ſay, All that is in the Letter is 

not ordained there to be taken up by all that read it; for the Saints 
bad their call to their particular Miniſtration, in Spirit, and not in 
Letter; ſor elſe they hid not witneſſed: differences of adminifirati- 
ons, but the ſame Lord: But by the Spirit they were led from car- 
nal adminiſtrations, and through them, not ſticking in the Letter. 
What Letter had Paul to deny Circumciſion, which the Letter ſaid 
ſhould bs as 2 ſign for ever ? Or by what Letter did he deny Bap- 
tiſm : Did he deny an Ordinarce of Chriſt in either of theſe, and 


divers more rndiments which were commands in the Letter, which 
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in that Creature — — without 


+ but one, and cannot be limited to any viſible Form 
exRydiment: Andtbus-the Bormis ſet above the power, and not the 
erve Form neieber, but as men have conceived from Tradition by the 


the Lord:and there forec hey are ſcattered⸗ 


the Spirit, are baptiaed into one bodys But all that arc. 
1 ho are the neareſt, are in the errors, not knowing the Scrip- 
Kt raptor aol For all who have not their Law, Guide, 
Rule in Spirit, are in ther Generation w have erred; and loſt 
an ſuah ate ſcattered with whas they i imagime. into 


- And this was chat which Pext ſaw getting in amongſt the Churches: 
dal time ſettingup Sefts,and on by whom tlicy were baptized:: 
= .. poſtles, ſome of Paw! ſome of 
FH | © often, and 9 — np Peron . 
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A the Goſpel, CRT wake an lol of it, thereby to make divifions- 
and parties, andto puff up one above another, avic is now uſed at tl 
" day ;- yea far more, for it is now made the Key to let in, and ſhut out of: 
pb cell a Church yea further, ſome ſay none can be ſaved with 
. . and ſq fer: 
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he preached and practiſed in ſpirit, putting an end to the ſhaddows 0 
things tocome,and ealing ro the is ls plain, Cl * e 1 
Further I fay, if it were ſo,, that all that was done in the Letter, 
was to be taken up, then the form thereof muſt not be changed, if 
the Letter be the rule; But not any that I know: at this day tb 
are in the form as. John did it, who had a call from Heaven. 80 
you. that have your certain dwelling places, and live in your 
worldly Eſtates. and faſhions, are gut of this Call. But the 
Apoltlcs baptized into the Name of Chriſt Jeſus with the Spirit, 
that they might receive the- Holy Gboſt. But if you ſay. ſome 
had it not in right form. and manner, nor by perſons. rightly ;cal 
led and qualified, &c. Ifay, Nor can they have that from you 
who are not called out of the World, but live in its friendſbip; pro- 
feſſions, faſhions, and cuſtoms in which the Saints never lived after 
they were called to teach baptizing : So you do but add another 
falſe form, to that they had before, but {till out of the power, nor am 
change of faith, or qualification,only in that thing of Water over again, 
differing in ſome circumſtances as you have conceived from the Lets 
ter, but till with the reſt of profeſſions, in Coverouſneſs, Pride, and 
Contention; vain words and heatheniſh, cuſtoms; and manners of the 
Nations, in which you live: you that can live in 'Suits,and revenge $. 
you that ſwear at mens wills, and ſo deny the Commands of Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles, who ſayes, Above all things ſwear not at all; 1 
that can uphold the bigh places of Popery, which yet remain in the: 
Land; and ſuch a worſhip therein as Chriſt never commanded ; with 
Tythes andoflcrings, and all the reſt of Popiſh inventions, whereby 
Chriſt is denyed come in thefleſb;the everlaſting Prieſt, and ſowtking. 
ſet up inſtead of his way, like unto the Jewiſh Prieſthood, which is not 
it neither, but an imagined thing, from men of corrupt minds, &c. 
Vou who can do theſe things, and much more of that Nature, tather 
than you will ſufſer the loſs of all things, . you are far unlike thoſe you 


would imitate, or thoſe they baptized. 


And were baptiſm in your manner, as great a croſs to you. now, | 
as it was in the time of the perſecuting Jewes, or as ber ohes 
weightier things are now, we ſhould find few to contend for it, 26 
for the other things For did you know the right ends of that mi- 
niſtration of Water, you would know n kae af 
| rift 


W 


p 4a rol p 72 Y 72 d oa 4 4 . 1 * * | 3k aid F 7 ai ; ty , "- + + a 
. TL * + » Bu : N * * N ' N | 13 2 1 $4 
ſs to all men that | Cere⸗ 
* * * s | 
— T2 2 7 5 
IN 
rn 
-arnal Ordi- 
*. : * 135 SF * 
t, for che 
1 IE 
be lie ve it; N 


ſor term of Life, &c. 
Iny to yon whocan conform to the ways of men and pleaſe them, 
Vroſt of Chriſt is ceaſed, and fo = power alſo; and therefore 
ate You ever preaching sgainſt the Worlds ways, and wickedneſs, bur 
ever able to lead out of them; like thoſe who mindedearthly things, | 
who were Enemies to the Croſs of Chrift,ever learning and reaching, - | 
but never able to come tothe Knowledge ofthe Truth that makes free, * 
to tlioſe the Crofs and ſufferings, are ceaſed, and they and the powers 
ol the Earth are one againſt ſuch as take up the Crof to follow Chriſt 
im tie wiy of the Spirit, ard ſuch being without in the Letter, are be- 
cöötie ſpititually blipd, and ſo cannot ſee that the appearance o: Chriſt 
ad ever croſs to all who were got into the Rud iments, pleading for 
atfides, but bad loſt the power, wherein this Generation exceeds, ha- 
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| Corel) bon, Fe; 
" wean THY or al forts Of Baptiſms, as the' ApofHle ſaith e 
Cirrus „n ide Baptiſm who worſhip God in the Spirit, 


lt äve confidence in the outward wiſhing, being that we have 
kad i ftom ſuch as gathered ir from'T radios Ya be 15 no more> 
But this we have learned, that it is not Baptiſm which is outward int 
the fleſh, but that is Baptiſm which is in the Spirit, and not in che Let- 
ter. Whole praife is not of men bur of God; whereby we ate baptized 
by one Spiririnto one body; and as many as are baptized into Chriſt, 
are baptized into his death, and have put him on, and are become new 
Creatures; and this is that which availeth to fave us, not rhe watking 
the fleſh, but che anſwer of a good conſcience towards God by ths 
Reſurrection of Jeſus. 

And this Baptiſm we witneſs, that whoſoever is therewith baptized 
ſhall be ſav d, but for other Baptiſms, which men are contending about 
from the Letter, we ſee che end thereof, and what they bring forth. 
Buc:which of you can ſhew that you come in the power and Spirir 6f 
tarde Baptiſm; or have a call from God thereto? For that any 

ath power from the Letter, to take up and impoſe it upon others 
(yea though it were the true form) that I deny; for that they who 
are not ſent to baptize, that the feaving the outward water, and 
going on to the Spiritual Baptiſm, is a fleighting or comemnitng of an 
Ordinatice of God, that I denyed alſo : For this might as well have been 
charged againſt Pauls who denyed ir in his time, and preached Bapriſm 
in Spirit, in its ſtead ; the ſame thing, for which we are-accuſed (to 
43140 Ordinance of Chriſt) whom be hath not ſent to dip or ſpriakle 
in Mater but co preach the Goſpel of Light and Life, ind tbe Splritual 
Baptiſc bf Cliriſt Jeſus; to the bringing all chat receive our teſtimòuy 
into one body, by oneSpiricznor making diviſions about carnal things 
for to us the day is come, and the ſhaddows fly away. | i 

And your Baptiſm we judge, and the end of ir, which hath not led 
you cut of Tythes and Offering, Swearing, Suing, and'Contetion, 
our of the Worlds Worſhips, Manners, and refpetts ofPerfons ; and 
to fafſer the loft of all, ro witneß Cbriſt: That Baptiſm we ſee o 
be ont pf the Faith of Chriſt Jeſus, aud not worth contending about, 
for be that is in the World without it, is 2c good 2s he that is in che 
World with ir, if not much bettet; for that Baptiſm which preaches 
not Repentince to all — talſen wan, and mennerw Th 
1 8 Le 


10 Cbriſ ou, and bai m confidence in the ſeſs, though we 


es to judgment, that haptiſm 


On. 


led any of his people to, in any Generationznor dare we take a Traditi- 
upon us, which God bath not required at our hands, leſt we ke 
c in that which God is deparred out of; and it be ſaid to us, whe 
1th required it at your hands ? But God hath ſtewed us a more excel- 
lent way z The Light is come, and therein have we found Chriſt Jeſus, 
the Guide of bis people, and the Leader of Ages, even the Spil it of 
rub, which leads into all Truth, even into all that God requires; 
- the obedience to which,is better than Sacrifice ; And to direct people 
do this Spirit, are we ſent;thac Chriſt may be all in all, who gives power 
no the Creature to perform in what be leads into; that thereby af 
that believe in the Light may learn him, who begets the Will and the 
eed alſo, who is the Author and Finiſher of their Faith who look to 
im alone, and to bis Light, that ali may ſee their Righteouſneſs to be 
-e And by this, which we have received of him in Spirit do 
we all ſee you, who read what the Saints have done by Call from God, 
and from that ſets your ſelves to do the like, to be in the Imitation and 
K righteouſneſe, and Will. worſhip, both in this, and all other things, 
into which you are not led by the Lord. and. by a Call from bim. For, 
13 1 ſay, that the Father hath given his Son for.a Leader and Guide 
te all Ages, and into, ard ont of, Forms, at his Will, and in his 
Way, and Time, in every Generation. 1 
And therefore it is, that all who know his Will herein cannot endure 
that any viſible thing ſhould be ſec up, to limit his leading in Spirit or 
kis people from following in Spirit. So no form we ger yy neo wich 
Criſt leads in Spirit; But all forms we deny, i hat are uſed by Men ta 
15 ate from following the Spirit: for thoſe only are che Children 
God, who are led by tbe Spirit of Ged;to whom they, who are led 
che Letter, were ever enemies, for it is the 9picitaal Miniſtration 
as gives the Knowledge of God, and bis Glory, and Power, and not 
b Keral: for be that is horn aſter the fleſb, barb bis way in the vile 


bles z 


bles.; but he that is horn 
knows.notof, and therefore hecomes bis enemy. And in that ſtate you 
ſhadow to oppoſe the body, which is the end of che 


fe. | 
iÞrures out of their place nnd end: which are ſet to teſliße of Chriſt, 
the Life, and End, to ſet them in the place of Chriſt, and think to have 


life in them. 
And this is the the Wirked who ure gone into the World, 


ſenſual, not having the Spirit. And in this ſlate, wherein the Spirit 
Sen | th Scripthres; 4nd:Qrdinances, and all other the Gifts of 

ꝗ arc abuſed, wreſted out df their place, and made unprofitable. 
And therefore you that take up from the Letter, cannot bring forth 
their fruits, who were ſpiritually ealletl into their ſeveral Miniſtrati- 
ons : therefore your Orfdioances are leſt to you deſolate, you and they 
in the World together, out of which God is lending bis people in Spirit, 
to get himſelf a Name, in ſuch a way as is fooliſhneſs to your wiſdom, 
Jer the hidden wiſdom of God to the Children of Light, who have he- 

ieved therein, 

And you that uſe great ſwelling word:, crying, we deny an Ordi+ 
nance of God: To you, I ſay. To neglect that which is altered from 
what God ordained, both in Call, Mannet, and End, is no negleR- 
ing an Ordinance of God: 1. God never called #ny tof Teach; 
but firſt, he called them out of the World; and their itatians 
there, to follow Chriſt, as into the Wilderneſs, which were Por- 

hers, and Apoſtles called immediately. 2. And they did rot 
— Belie vers over- again with water, who had bad it, becauſe 
(ep hag it not beſore in 4heir ſaſbion ; but they went to diſciple 

nbelievers :- Neither did they lay it: upon all, as of | abſolute 
neceſſity, but could forbear, in caſe it was idolized, 3. Their 
End was to gather all into One. out of all the Shadows and Cere- 
monies, and Faſhions of the World; to follow Chriſt alone, as he 
walked, bearing bis Croſs daily, ſuffering the ſpoyling of their goods 
joyfully, ard their lives unto death; rather tban to conform tg any 
but b im alone, for whoſe ſake they were hated-of all men; which 
end, how your Baptiſms anſwers, let your Pride, end Pleaſures, and 
Conformity to the World, in their Faſhions, Manners, and Wor ſhip, 


and uqbokding beef Your Fir, and Gonrentionsabour cxraut 
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after the Spirit, hut hñ his fbed the World 
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are, who takes the ſhadoy 60 

dowand takes the Leiter to oppoſe the Spirit, which is giveri tous · 
late thedubiciency of the Spirits tese hing alone ; and ſo per vert ide 
cri 
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bout; and indeed, is a n 
ſen the Lord, bring them iato obe body and blood; - mind and 
heart, and ſonal and ſpirit: But fincethe Myſtery of lniquicy es, wh 
to work, the Worlds Teachers and: Profeffory having loft 1 ew 
dwelling in the body ofChtift,are run out inte the 1 ations; 
ire ſo far from the liſe of this; 425 that they have joft i J. 
the firſt inſtitution of the Shaddows,' üs was by Chriſt pi eye | 
and therefore are ſo far from being made one in the Blood of C hrift; 
that they are ſhedding one anothers' blood about the Form, which 
they are all out of (and haveloſtit; and the power alſo) as held forth 
by Chriſt. as they ſate at meat, and did sit; and ſo oſten as thty di 
eat and drinł thereof, they wereto do it in remembrance of him „bew. 
30g bis death till 4 A. 55 
And this Myſtery was thet the Aboſiles received of the Lotd; 
in the purity of the Church, befott they ran into eonſuſioa which 
. did coucinue fledfaſily in the Apoſtles -dodtrine ; und fel 
breaking bread, and ae daily 'breaking bread from eue to 
hauſe, 5 eat their west with gladneſs, and ſingleneſs 6 deut, 
in the fear ard favour of God: And this was to de done at all 
feaſons, - when they eat and drank: m their eating and drinkin 
2 hs were to 7 to the Lord, and to have Communion: "with 
Body, and: his/\Blodl , and for that end, Mete to Keep) thems - 
—— puce on t posen hes, When they were deat th 
Gentiles; they) wete-rd-pertake! df the Table of the Lord as is plains 
1er. 1, and therefore they were to keep their Conſciences pute 
from thing p offeted to Idole for ihey could not- partake! of the 
doors of the Lord; ne eat en wis:fecri fied to Devils; 


though, 
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hough, ſos Ct, ee Unbelicrerss 
.wherb warts? they nere to do ittptie Lord, 2 at 
a at the i 1205 Gemuiles,: whoſe feaſting is in 
; e ce 10 Devils, and eat rot t 
Lol, and ſo do ail uo eat to tbed uſt; To ketp fi om which, there 
is 2 ibing can, but to eat in remembrance 6f:Chriſts death 
till be. come, who, when he is come, be takes the ordering and go- 
vernment of the Creature himſelf vpon his ſhou' ders, and ſo ever 
keeps chem ont of the Lug in all they do: And ſo n ibe Creation re- 
ored and rec onciled to God in Chriſt Jeſus at his apptaring: 
» who ſaw ſomeſcrept in a 'the Church x bo did turn 
Grace of God into laſcivicuſneſs, walking after! their own 
hearts luſſs, whereby they defile 1be fleſh; living in ſenſuallity, 
not having the Spirit to otder them, they fed themſelves with- 
out fear, Ind theſe were ſpota in tbeir Feaſis; who: being once en- 
heened, and again giving way to che luſis and enceſt they become 
twice dead, plucked up ty the roots; yet had they great ſwelling 
ords; Ard of ſuch like, are many Examples at this day, who 
ave had, ſomething quickned in them to hope for the appearance of 
the. Lord ; but fulneſs, and exceſs having overtaken them, ſor want 
of eati "alwayes in fear'; they ane, become dead again to any 
hope gf his appearance at the ipreſent ; and have put his cm- 
ing afar o another Worlds yet ate contendirz about the 
Shaddows. or Figures of his coming, as they have imagined: 
But are become reprobate to the Faith as;30 bis appenrance, 
fucked 9p by the roots, .Buthbe Lord Jeſus-commanged bis 
Pele ſhew forth bis denk till be eme: and kbiey knowing 
rom 1 0 Lord, gave it in-example e thoſe who 
were convinced, that in all fear and moderation, they might wait 
for his appearance; who at his coming would bring to-light the bids 
den things, and manifeſt the counſels of the heart, and all its de- 
geit, ane me the Worker in · tem and ibem bey-ſhovld have 
Spee and theſo le gbingz Mere transfetred tothe poſtles ĩn 
gute, Soi hey exhorted- tbe % to whom the Lord was 
at hand; to let their mod;ration be known to all men, the Lord is 


at hard: which they knew, all who get up into the liberty of the 


fc&h,. rioting and excels, wil Pvjrafar. off, as it is this dey with 
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ſay 2) | 

ee, chat ti | + plegftires 
of the fleſh, and faſhions of the World; there to eur und drink the 
reſt of Gods Creatutes, to ſpend on their luſts; and it muſt riceds 
be ſo with ſuch as do not diſcern his body in their eating, who is the 
Life of afl Creatures, and filleth all things in Heaven and in Earth: 
which they whe ſtick in Obſervations never knew, and with ſuch he 
is alwayes to come, or paſt. But the carnal eye, which Nicks in the | 
viſibles can never ſet him preſent to order the Creation out of the 
Luſt, and therefore it is that all the Creatures of God are turned to 
feed the Luſt, in that ſtate, as is ſeen in all the Worlds Profe ſſion; and F 
therefore accurſed : the more ric hes, the more pride, the more fulneſs, 
2 2 i oarny ns! where oe 25 quot diſcerned * 
ſo their exting'is not the Supper of the Lord; nor dotbh be ſup 

with them in che New; but in the luſtful ſpitit become th table at 
the Devil, where the Cteatures are ſacrificed to his uſe ; Io be ketps 


the Creation ig f __ 
b 


. bis Wine, bie Wool and his Flaz('whicthe bath made for bis uſe, ind 
to be ordered by bis don u ho is the fulneſi and vertue of every C fe- 
ture, which all kn »w whotomers his upper, where the Father and the 
Son are come in; and Sup with the Creature: Which all the immitdtors 
and obſervers of times are ignòrant of, whoſe contemtion is about 
outſides, ard Sbaddows. K a 3 
And tor the ſake of ſuch who ate loſt in ebis ching: and troubled 
in mind concerning it, what I have received of the Lord, wie | +40 
n eclare 
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Concernjug the Lords Supper, $7 
declare unto you, which all ſhall witneſs to, who come to par- 
take thereof, as the truth is in Chriſt Jeſus, If you intend to ſuf 
with the Lord, or ſhew the Lords death till be come, let your Eat- 
ing, and Drinking, ſo oſt as yon do it, bein remembrance of him5 
and in his fear, that a death you may witneſs to the luſt and exceſs, 
which is that which flue him from the Foundation of the World x 
and is the great Enemy of his appearance; and that by which be lies 
ſlain inthe great City which is called Sodows and gp. For all 
you that live in pleaſure on the Earth and are wanton ; you 
that nouriſh your hearts, as in the day of flaugbter, you have con- 
demned and killed the Jaſt, and he doth not reſiſt you: and you 
mult know a death to this, before you can Sup with the Lord 
or he with you: But if you eat in remembrance of him, et 
ſo come to dye to that which flue him, then do you ſhew the 
Lords death till he come: and when he comes, be ſhall not find 
your eating and drinking with the drunken, not beating your fellow- 
ſervants. 

And this is known from the Lord in the Erernal, to be the true end 
that at his coming they be found fit to receive him which they who fred 
without fear do deny, and crucihe afreſh to tbemſelyes. And there- 
fore in another place, ſpeaking of his coming, he warns them to take 
heed, leſt at any time in eating their hearts be over- charged with 
ſurfetting, and drunkenneſs, and cares of this life, and ſo that day 
come upon them unawares ; and ſo become a ſnare uſto them: for 
ſo it is to all who are in that State, when he ſhould appear unto them; 
and they cannot receive the day of bis Viſitation,” whoſe hearts are 
gone out into theſe carnal things. And this he knew, t hat till that 
man be born, which lives not by bread alone: That man that lives 
upon the Creatures is ſoon drawn into them, and ſo to forget his 
coming, who is the Maker thereof, who is the Sanctifier thereof, at 
his coming : And ſo orders the outward food as unto God, and net 
to carnal things, the mind grows thereby, and ſo to the pure all 
things are pure: But where the purity is not, all things ate defiled} 
when they are not ſanctified by the Word and Prayer; And there- 
ſore are to be received in fear: and therein remembring his death 
till He come, who is the Word, and the Prayer from it, which at his 


coming reſtores all things te God, which till then are ſubject to = 
[ u 
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; |  Conterning the Lords Supper. - | 
uſed to the a waich was the thing Chriſt in tender love to bis Diſci- 
pics, at his departure, warned them on, knowing that their nature 
would draw to the Earth: ward, not yet being changed, nor havin 
Chriſt born in them to keep them; and forall this bis warning oy 
leaving a ſign, how ſoon were they returned into the carnals, having 
t the promiſe of his coming, till he renewed the remembrance of 
it, making himſelf known in breaking of bread again after his Reſur. 
rectionꝰ and ſo charging them to wait for his coming at Fersſalem, 
the promiſe of the Father, of which he had told them before his 
death; which they were to ſhew till he came: and after he was come 


to the A poſtles, they condeſcended to thoſe who were weak in the. 


ich, to whom he was not yet appeared; and thoſe did break bread 
from houſe to houſe, and eat with ſingleneſs of Heart to Chriſt, ard 
not to the luſt 3 which was another thing than the Worlds Obſerva- 
tion of Bread and Wine, or Wafers in the Idols Temple, where the 
Lords death is not ſhewed till he come; where ſome are hungty, and 
ſome are drunken;where the covetous, the proud, the lyars, ſwearers, 
whoremongers, fighters, ſcorners, and all evil workers meet, to eat 
hread and wine ſo often a year, and return into the luſt again; This is 
not to Eat the Lords Body, nor his Supper, nor at his table, but the 
table of Devils. 2 | 

And this you ſhall all know, that you that do this for an hour, or 
A day, and hen feed without fear, not ſhewing the Lords death till he 
come, you are they who Eat Judgement to your ſelves herein : And 
all your will · worſhip will not be found at that day to be an Ordinance 
of Chriſt,as you have limited itz nor can you know his coming to your 
Salvation. And of this ſort are you who now ſay, The Lord delays his 
coming, and have put it into another Generation; if not, till dooms- 
day, as you call it; and ſo have ſetled your ſelves in your Worldly 
pleaſures, and high Notions with the drunken ſpiriteating and drin- 
king, and beating your f-llow-ſervants, mocking, whipping, and 
impiſoning them at your will and pleaſure, baving forgot his co- 


ming; which if you did remember to ſhew forth his death ſo often 


as you eat and drink till he come, you ſhould not have been found ig 
blindneſs and oppoſition to his coming, (as to your ſelves) nor per- 
ſecuting him now which is come in others; nor ſhould your Table 
have been made a ſnare unto you, that that day ſhould overtake you 

| unawares, 


o 
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| Unawares, (as it is ſeqn at this day) upon whom the Words of Chriſt 


are to be ful filled. 


3 


Concerning Redemption. 


His is that which many boaſt on, and glory in, who never knew 

what it is to be redeemed further than in words, and imagina» 
tion thereof; nay, there are few who are come ſo fat as to know 
what it is that wants Redemption; and that the promiſe is to, where- 
in only it is ſeen and received, for there is a ſeed to which the pro- 
miſe of Redemption is; but thou who takes delight in ſin, and 
pleads for it, art not he. Thou that canſt take pleaſure in the fleſb, 
and faſhion thy ſelf thereto, art of another ſeed ; who art at liberty 
in the World, to conform thy ſelf thereto, in thy own will and way, 
and time, who haſt power in thy hand to do what thou liſt, and when 
thou liſt, and as thou liſt : Thou needs no Redemption who art at 
liberty, nor Phyſician who art not ſick, and ſoa talk of Redempti- 


on little changes thy condition in that State, who art of this World, 


and obtains that thou loves, and therein takes pleaſure, building a 
ſeat, and bleſſing thy ſelf therein, laying up thy treaſure here below 3 
he that redeems //raels Seed is no glad tydings to thee, who ſpeaks 
woe to all in that tate. But if thou find ſomething in thee, that in 
all theſe Worldly delights cries Vanity, and Emptineſs and can find 
no ſatisfaRion therein, nor can conform to this World, nor take pleas 
ſure in wickedneſs, that cannot plead for fin, but cryes woe to thee 
becauſe of thy wickedneſs, and mourns becauſe of the abominations 
of thy times, wherein thou haſt followed the Worlds cuſtoms, and 
fooliſh faſhions ; if thou find that in thee, that cannot take delight 
in decking the outſide with pride, nor worſhip the Creature, nor 
bow to any but God alone, but condemns thee if thou fo do: if 
thou find that which breaths in thee towards God for Life, and 
ſtrength againſt all theſe vanities, and all other evils, That which 
would follow God out of all the World, if it had power, 1 ſay, if ſuch 
a Seed thou find in thee, though it be the leaſt of all ſeeds in thee, yet 
that is the Seed of the Kingdom, to which the promiſe is: and no fur» 
ther than that principle is raiſed to raign in thee above all that is con- 
trary to it, no further art thou e by Chriſt Jeſus : for ey 
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the plant of Gods renown, the Lilly among the Thorns; which 
with the cares of this World, and the deceitfulneſs of riches, and 
pleaſures, is choaked, that it cannot bring ferth to God, who hath 
lacedit in thee for bimſelf, that therein he might teac h thee to pro» 
Ge. and from thence thou mighe receive wiſedom and ſtrength, 
yes, all that is needfull for thee in thy meaſure to which thou are 
called. 

And this lying under thy luſts and pleaſures is the cauſe thou 

knowſt not God the Father, nor the Son; for to this he is revegled, 
though thou talk of redemption, yet thou knowſt not God, nor his 
Power, nor life, nor preience wich thee to guide thee out of the 
evil, and to give thee victory over the Prince of this World, and 
his dominion ; but art captivated at his will, to do bis works; and 
ſo under condemnation, that he is in; and the talk of redempti- 
on doth not diliver thee from his temptations ; but into it thog 
falls, and commits the fin that is of his moving, and ſo art of the 
Devil; but that which. is of God lies under, in death and captivity, 
and bonds of iniquity; and ſo thou canſt not bave power, nor the 
promiſe, nor ſalvation, N the Seed is placed, which is not of 
ghee ; nor with thee, while Hou art in theſe delights, but again 
thee, and thou ſinning againſt it; and ſo art not of the promiſed 
Seed, but an enemy to it, and by thy luſts and pleaſure, and ſelf 
will, art in Pharoah's ſlate, and nature, keeping the Seed of God in 
the houſe of bondage; and doſi not pitty nor regard the cryes 
thereof, which cryes againſt thy pride and exceſs, envy aud wrath, 
and all thy wickedneſs, by which thou oppreſſeſt the Seed of God in 
thee, (in that ſtate where death raigns) for which the wrath of 
God comes upon the World of iniquity 3 who are ene mies to that 
Seed which is of the Covenant; and are not joyned to it, (but to 
the contrary, inthe contrary nature) to which all who are joyned 
in the Light, eome to partake of Gods love, and life therein by 
Jeſus Chriſt 5 who takes upon him that Seed after the fleſh, not the 
Seed of the evil one, nor the nature cf Angels, but the Seed of 4- 
brahaw, to whom the promiſe is. 

And all who know this, quickned and raiſed by the Spirit of Jeſus, 
Know the Plant of Gods renown, cf Gods own planting, in which 
the fruit is found; and ſuch knows where to wait for a ſupply of all 
wants, and counſel in all ſicaics 5 where the Law is rgceived that is 
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ſpiritual, and the righteonſneſs of Faith, revealed from Faith to 
Faith from which Gods righicouſaets is manie in the Worid ; noi 
of ſe'f, nor {elf works, nor of that feed, but of the heritage of Faith, 
a free giſt to the Seed, And in this Seed as it is redeemed, bath the 
Saints fellowſhip with the Father, and the Son in the Light and all che 
ift and grace, whereby that Creature becomes free from the Law 
of fin that they be married to Chriſt, in him to ſerve the living God, 
ſer free from the ſervice of ſin and Satan: And this is their freedom 
even their righreouſneſs, which is everlaſting, as the Seed is redeem» 
ed out of che Pit: For where this Seed is raiſed up, there the Crea- 
ture receives from God of his fulnefs; but where the Seed is in the 
graye, the carſe is betwix?, upon him where the ſin is, and the treC 
paſſes, by which it is {].in :' But where this is raiſed, the Creature is 
bleſſed of God for the Seeds fate throughout all the Nations of the 
Farth, which ſlyes his Secd : For in his is God worſhipped, but 
where this is dead, the ſacrifice is abomination, for they chat are in 
the Grave cannot praiſe God: it's the living chat he accepts, and not | 

the dead. 3 
And this I. to all you who find ſuch a thing as is holy, thus 
moving in you agaioft your luſts and World'y pleaſures, Take heed, 
and do not deceive your ſelves with a talk of redemption, while this 
is in priſon, and not brought above all your luſts, Zur in the light of 
Chriſt Wait, which lets you ſee this, that you may ſee his power in 
Spirit to raiſe this to raign above all in you chat is contrary, and ſo 
ſhall you raign with it over all the World, and its wicked wayes: 
but if you have found this breathing towards God, and you have 
no regard thereto, take heed, leſt be chat gave (his for thy falvation, 
take ic away from thee in wrath, and leave thee to hy luſts without 
reproof ; (For his fpirit will not alwayes [trive with you) And then 
It had been good you had not been born. And this hath befallen ma- 
ny after many reproofs and motions to good; Who now are left to 
fill up their meaſure with greedineſs; Who now glory in their ſbame, 
and boaſi of their filthinets - and this day is coming upon many more, 
who now little mind the meaſure of God moving in them; but live 
in tt Luſt, ſinning againſt their Conſcience, out of the ſelf-cnds ; 
and yet plc.ſe themſelves with a talk of redemption : as the great- 
eſt profeſſion now ſet up by many, is to make the redemption of 
Chrift a cover for all licentiouſneſs, and fleſhiy liberty, Fand ſay they 
gre 
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axe to that end redeemed 3 which redemption the Son of God need» 
©d| not come from Heaven to purchaſe for them ; man being thirhe 
fallen, by nature ſubjeR thereto ; but all who know the redemption 
of Chriſt, by his precious blood, are redeemed from the vain Con- 
verſation received by tradition, into the holy converſation of him that 
hath called them to be holy, as he is holy, and not vain as the World q 
is vain: And this is the true redemption to all that knowit, whereby 
this ſeed hath received redemption for us, who were tranſgreſſors, 
even to purge the conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God, 
And for this end he gave himſelf for us,toredeem us from all iniquity, 
Fad purifie unto himſelf a peculiar people zcalous of good works: 
who hath redeemed us to Cod by his blood out of Kindreds, tongues, 
and faſhions, from amongſt men, to follow the Lamb, and not the luſt, 
And all whoſe redemption leads not out of this World, will fail you, 
when you look for another, and this all that are redeemed know; 
but who live in the luſt are blinded with the God thereof, as the light 
ia every conſcience ſhall teſtifie, that he that lives to the fleſh is not 

redeemed. | ; 

So with the Light of Chriſt which lets you ſee your tranſgreſſions, 
ſearch your hearts, that you may ſee if the juſt principle that moyes to 
righteouſneſs be not oppreſſed, and burthened, ard over - pov red by the 
ſeed of the evil-doer, and that nature which love carnal delights; and 
ſo you be lead captive to do the works of Satan; then what redempti- 

— on have you further than a talk? like a man that hath a conceit of eat- 

ing, but ſtill hungry: So you conceit freedom, but (ill ſerve ſin; and 
while ſc: vants of fin, you are free from righteouſneſs; as be that is a 
ſervant of righteouſneſ#is free from ſin; for it is an eaſie thing to con- 
Exit righteouſneſs and redemption, but he that doth reghteouſneſs is 
righteous, even as he is righteous: but this is not ſeen while the Seed 
of God is in bondage, 


0 ** 


Concerning Foſtißcation, Sanctifcation, and 
- Mortification, 


THE widom of men in the Fall finding theſe ſeveral words in 
Scripture, hath in their imaginations run them into diviſions, 

and (ſeperated that which is in one, and cannot be divided in 2 poſe 
| | | on; 


UN 


Concerning Jaftification, & c. 63 
ſeſſion : for it is one that worketh all theſe, where he ispreſe dt, ac- 
cording to the meaſure received. And this is the juſt One, who by 
faith lives in the Creature, and the Creature in him; and ſo be- 
comes the juſtifier, and ſanctiſier of all that believe, and the Mort> 
fier of that nature which is out of the faith, and one of theſe is not 
alone without the reſt, For that which ſanctifies, that mortifies,and 
the fame juſtifies, and all that know what it is to have theſe in the life, 


knows chis. 
1 know, there 2re a people who have a defire to Heaven more 


then to holineſs, and they, leaſt they ſhould ſpoil their carnal de- 
lights, have in tbeir brain-imagination conceited a Juſtification with- 
out Sanctification, or Mortification ; wreſting thoſe Scriptures 
which condemn: the works of the Law, and therewith they would 
exclude the righteouſneſs of Faith alſo. And becauſe the Scrip- 
ture ſaith, God juſtifies the ungodly through Faith, therefore they 
conclude themſelyes juſtified in their ungodlineſs by a fancy which 
theycall Faith, but are without Faith in Chriſt : For that Faith which 
layes not hold upon Gods Righteouſneſs is not the Faith of Chriſt, 
but a dead thing; for ſo far as any hath the Faith of Chriſt, ſo far it 
reveals Gods Rightequſneſs without the Law, from Faith to Faithzby 
which Righteouſneſs of God, the juſt lives, and the unjuſt dyes 
and ſo juſtified, as they are ſanRifed, anFmortified, and no further: 
even as the Righteouſneſs of God without the Law is manifeſt, being 
witneſſed by the Law, and the Prophets, even the Righteouſneſs cf 
God, whichis by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all that 
believe, without reſpect of perſons. No righteouſneſs, no Faithin 
Chriſt ; but where Gods Righteouſneſs is unto all, and upon all, there 
ebe belief is witneſſed, and the Faith is ſhewed by the works, which 
cannot be ſhewed without the works: for that Faith that hath not 
works is dead, being alone; as the body without the ſpirit, ſo is your 
Faith without works, and ſo is your Juſtification without holineſs,, 
and mortification of life. And you will find in the end, that he. 
juſtifies the wicked in you, is f 7772 Tuat condernneth the juſt, and 
they are doth abomination to the Lord i And this is your flate who! 
plead for ſin, and live in pleaſure, and wontonly on the Earth: you 
flry the juſt, ard holy One, and fave the unjuſt alive; ard ſo know 
not bim that is juſt ; who juſtifies, mottifies, ſanctiſies and redeems,; 
who of God is made ſo to us, thai in all things weare and ha e, we 
may glorg.ia him, | And 
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the Scriptures mentions theſe three; yet not to..di- 
of vide them ſo, asto make people believe, they may have one and not 
iS all z but as to ſhew the ſeveral effects of that one work of mans re- 
A emption, all wrougkt by one thing in the creature. For the blood 
2 of Chriſt it waſhes away the filth, and ſo puts off the old man, and 
* mortifies the deeds of that body, and ſo ſanRifies, and juſtifies 
| The Spirit it mortifies, and ſanctiſies, and juſtifies : Now though the 
Saints named both theſe, it was not to divide them; but being ons; 
they might declare it by either; for none could have the one with- 
out the other, and all that have them, are thereby mortified, ſan- 
” tified, and juſtified ; Yet none of theſe without the Creature, being 
works of Faith, and not of ſelf : For by the Law of Faith is ſel{-ſan- 
"x Qification, ſel-morcification, and ſelf · juſtification excluded, though 
they who had received the fpirit were called to all theſe by faith in 
7 bis blood, yet it is che Work of 92 wrought by Chriſt in the Be- 
liever, and in the Light are they caſled to.bebold the Work of God 
herein, and joyn to it in the Faith and obedience thereto, being the - 
Work of God, which be will work in all that believe in the Light, 
that they may receive his Son, in whom the promiſe is, and the pow- 
er to mortification, ſanRification» and juſlification as by Faith he is 
received from the dead, who was delivered for our offences, and 
raiſed again for our juſtification ; but ſuck who would ſhare in his ju. 
ſtiſication, but not have fellowſhip in his ſufferings and obedience, 
are ſuch as are juſtified in conceit, but fin raigns, and the unjuſt lives 
and acts in them; an this is ſelf that juſtifies ſelf, but is not juſt be- 
fore God, the juſt being dead intreſpaſſes and ſins; but God juſtifies 
the living, and not the dead: Therefore the Saints ſuffered the loſs 
E. of all things, counting them af dung, that they might know him, and 
2 the power of his Reſurtection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, ö 


being made conforwable to his death; T heſe through death came to 
the power and fellewſhip of his Reſurrection, whereby they are 
-yuſtified, being raiſed with him to newneſs of life; by faich recei- 
"vingthe Gife of Gods Righreouineſs, ang. becoming ſervants there- 
to; and thereby became free from ſin: Ari chis is true juſlificatien: 
where there is no condemnation, where deeds of the fleſh are 
mortified, and the Creature walks ng mor Miſter che fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit : For the condemnation is co himghat walks after the fleſh, 
but he that walks in the Spirit is juſtiſed: For he that walks in the 
P ; | Spiric 
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Concerning Tuſtificathow, &c, 65 
Spirit ſhall not fulfill the luſs of the fleſh, and there is Mertification 
to that nature that breaks the Law and the juſt is ſeen who fulfills the 
Law, in ſuch as walk not after the fleſn, but after the Spirit. So, not the 
hearers of the Law ace jaſt before God, but the doers of the Law ſhall 
be juſtified, In che firſt mans ſtate the Law is broken, and there Morti- 
fication, and Sanctification is denyed;and there the man would be juſti» 
- fied from the guilt of fin, but not from the love and power of fin, but 
would bave his carnal delights in the World and Heaven alſo, bur this 
is vain hope, and will periſh : But in the ſecond mans ſtate, the Law is 
fulfilled, through Mortification, Sanctification, Juftification of the Spirit. 
And no man can be juſtified where the Juſt lives not; for that by which - 

the juſt lives in, is that by which the Creature is juſtified. 


Concerning the Law, 


1 chi thing are many people confounded, yea all who know not 
1 Miaiſtration of the Spirit; for ſuch going into the Scriptures 
and tinding the winiſtration of the Letter, and the miniftration of 
the Spiric, and themſelves being under neither of theſe, but in No- 
tion, as they have received it, in their imaginations, and not from 
the mouth of the Lord, ſome ſay they are under the Law, and that 
it continues {till : others ſay, but ſome part of it which is moral; 
others ſay, nay but it is done away, and they are not under any mi- 
niſtration of Law, but under Grace; and ſo by their faith make void 
the Law, not knowing what they ſay herein. And this. is all ſuch 
know, eicher of Law or Goſpel, who in their wiſdom and prudence 
read the Letter, and from thence imagine what is Law, and what is 
Grace, not having chat ſpirit by which they were miniſtred to the 
Saints, and by them received, who had the Lawin their hearts, and 
Grace there alſo.; and ſuch do know that the one of theſe doth not 
make void the other, but eltsbliſh the other; for the coming of 
Chriſt was not to make void, but to fulfill the Law 3 and he doth not 
come to put the Law afat off, but to bring it near, that with his light 
all may ſee it, as it is written in the beart, by the Living God ; 

he is ſo far from deſtroying or taking away the Law; that he declares 
it in ics force and purity, (laying, I bat one jot or tittle ſhould vor paſ? 
till it be fulfilled. | "URw - 
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66 —— * Cmorningthe Law, : 
And whereas it was ſaid in the Letter, Thou ſhalt not commit A. 
dultery 3 faith he, Thou ſhalt not luſt ; In the Letter it was ſaid, Thou 


ſhalt not ſwear falſely ; but in the Spirit, be ſaith, Swear not at all: 
In the Letter, Thou ſhaſt not : Il, but in the Spirit, T hou ſhalt not be 


angry, and whoſoever doth any of theſe things is guilty beſore God, . 


and this is far from making it void, which declares it in its puricy, fo 
as they who might ſeem to be clear in the Letter, might be found 
Suilty in t he Law of the Spirit; that by Chriſt Jeſus who is the end of 
that Law, they may come to ſee their condemation 3 and by Faith in 
him become ſet free, not by the Blood of Pulls,and Goats, and the aſt es 
of an Heifer,and carnal Sacrifices, Oracle, Temple or Altar, or Days, or 
Sabbath without in the Letter, but by all theſe in Spirit, which are in 
Chrift Jeſus miniſtred to the Soul, ard Conſcience, to waſh away fin, 
and purge the conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God; 
which the Miniſtration of the Letter, and catnal Ordinances could not 
do. 9 | 
And for this cauſe is the Miniſtration of the Letter donegway, be- 
cauſe it could not make perfect the Comers thereto, 5 a 
to the conſcience; And the miniſtration of the Spirit preached in bis 
ſtead, which gives perſect knowledge of fin, and perſect redemp- 
tion from it, and from all hinge, from which the Law without could 
not, andthe ſame Spirit doth teſtiſie it perk Aly, in the conſcience, 
which the Letter canrot; though the Letter may ſhew a man his 
condemnation, yet it cannot give life, it can ſhew the duty, but not 
give power to performit; ſo the Letter kills, but the Spirit giveth 
life. 

And hence it is that all you who read your duty in the Letter, but 
want power to perform what you read, you ſet up your imaginati- 
ons inſtead of performance : and ſome ſay the Law is done away, and 
none now (hall be condemned by it; others ſay Chriſt fulfilled it in 
his own perſon, and to believe what he did ſixteen hundred years 
ſince, is all we need to do; others ſay, nay, but we muſt do what we 

can of what the Scriptures. commands, and he will do the reſt, with 
his Father; others ſay, that what we do he makes it accepted with 
the Father, as though we did pertorm all that is required; but none 
in that ſtate knows bis commands in Spirit, which gives Life and 
Power to Perform what is commanded in Spirit, which none knows 
Who reads what others did, but want their Spirit and Power to per- 
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Concerning the L. 69 
form the ſame; This was the ſelf-righteouſneſs,andiisthe ſelF-righte- 
ouſneſs which is by the Letter of the Law, taken on without thꝭ Spirit 
of Life, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. And here is ge weakneſs of the Law 
taken on through the fleſh, but the power of tit Law, to ſuch as receive 
it in Spirit and Life: for the Law is fulfilled in Spirit, and not in the 
Letterzand ſo in Chriſt, ind not in ſelf;and fo by faich, & not by works, 
even by the everlaſting Righteouſneſs of God, freely given and re- 
ceived by Faith, and revealed in the Creature from Faith co Faith in 
every one that believes, and not by works of the Law which the 
Creatures ſee in the Letter, and ſets themſelves a doing, who are car* 
nal, and ſold under fin, not quickned by the Spirit of righteouſneſs ; 
for the Letter of the Law gives the know'edge of fin ; but the Law in 
the Spirit gives not only the knowledge of lin, but the Knowledge of 
God, and his Righteouſneſs in Chrilt Jeſus, for fulfilling the Law, 
which is life eternal, according to his promiſe, I will write my Law in 
your Hearts, and put it in your inward parts, and you ſhall all know me, 
from the g« eateſt to the leaſt ; ſo che Letter kills, but the Spirit giveth 
life. 

So all you who read the commands in the Letter without, from 
thence you may ſeteh your own Condemnation, but from thence can 
you not fetch power for obedience, to juſtification of life. From 
withinis the life, in ſpirit, and not in the Letter. And here is change 
of the Law to that which is Spiritual, the Prieſthood ſpiritual, the 
Temple ſpiritual, the Altar, the Circumciſion, the Offering, the 
Blood, the Oracle, the Anovintivg, the Waſhings, and the whole 
Woribip, which was without and could make nothing perfect, is 
become ſpiritual, and within; which is the better hope, being more 
pure then that without could be: and fo more perfect even as he is 
perfect. Now the Law was added becauſe of I ranſgreflion till the 
promiſed Seed ſhould come, of whom it is propheſied in Types and 
Figures; which Seed is Chrilt, the end of the Law to every one that 
believes; without reſpect of perſons ; ard ſo it is in the Spirit, A 
Law hath God written in the heart, whereby the tranſgreſſor is cor- 
demned in his own Conſcience, and this Law is upon the firſt Man, 
who is the Tranſgreſſor, and hach power over that man as long as he 
lives: judging, reproving, and condemning ; And propbeſying of 
one chat is to come to ſulfill the Law in every one who minds the 
Light, And ſo is a School maſter, co bring to Chriſt 3 and till he come 
K 2 to 


BONE + © F * . by ; * . : . ; 8 
© N . - : ” +» : 
— * . : 
1 . - Concernin the Low. 
I * - * 
# 


to fulfill it. who is the end of it, there is condemnation upon the 


Creature; becauſe the pure Law of God is broken; and this is tefti- 
fied by the Light in the Conſcience, a witneſs againſt the firſt man and 
his deeds, which is confrary to the perfect Law of God; and ſo by 
that which is perfect is he condemned who is imperfe&, where the 


image of God is loſt, and the ſeed lies in death, becauſe of treſpafles and 


ſins. 
For God did not give a Law to condemn his own work, but the 


work of the Devil. And where the tranſgreſſor is, there is the work 
of the Devil. And the Law hath power over that man as long as the 
tranſgreſſor lives. And all his works are by the Law condemned, 
until the ReſurreRion of the Seed, and the Image of God be wit- 
neſſed, and all things ſubdued to him, who is the end cf the Law, 
by whom the fruits of the Spirit are brought forth, againſt which 
there is no Law. And ſq by bis Reſurrection, and the vertue theres 
of, that which is of God in the Conſcience is anſwered; and ſo the 
Creature ſaved from the condemnation of the Law of God which 
reſpects no mans perſon 3 But bath reſpeR to his own ſeed, where it 


is raiſed, but condemns all where it lies in death, and -wbere death. 


raigns. 


So the Law that layes hold upon all tranſgreſſors we witneſs to 


endure, ſpiritual, juſt, and good; Given forth againſt the firſt Man, 
and his works good or bad, (as people calls them) yea, though he 
fer himſelf co do the works of the Law never fo zealoufly, yet a 
witneſs of condemnation the pure Law of God is againſt him in bis 
conſcience, until the promiſed ſeed be born which is not of the will 
of che firſt Man, nor after the fl:ſh, but after the Spirit, after the 
will of God (one with the Law) and by his grace, who ſhews the 
mercy and glad tyding. Now //-ael after the fleſh who received the 
Law in the literal Miniſt ration, and carnal Ordinances of them, was 
Chriſto be born; who was made of a Woman under the Law, to 
redeem them that was under the Law, if they did believe: Even ſo 
now Tirael after the Spirit, who receive the Law in the ſpiritual mi- 
niſtration written in the heart, ſuch ſhall witneſs the Child born of 
the Royal Seed, Heir of the Promiſe, even of Gods Righteouſneſs, 
for the fulfilling of the pure Law of God, for that end given forth; 
Whercof there are many witneſſes at this day, who have patiently 


waited in what God hath written in their hearts, ſeen with the Light 
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Concerning the Is. is 
of Chriſt 3 Who have therein received the Faith of the Goſpel, and the 
end of that Faith, even Gods righteouſneſs revealed from Faith to Faith, 


whereby the pure Law of God is fulfilled in many, and fulfilling in 
others, who abide in their meaſure of Faith which God hath dealt to 


4 them, waking in the Light, not aſter the fleſh, but after the Spirit:: 
| and ſo by the Law of the Spirit of Life, which is in-Chriſt Jeſus, ſee them- 
t ſelves (ct free from the Law of {in and death:and ſo witneſs the Goſpel, 
| which you cannot do, who caſt the Law of God, and his Light behind 


your backs, and in your vain mind ſay you are not under it; in the day 
of tryal you will be fouud under the Condemnation thereof, and that 
in every conſcience ſhall witneſs chercto,at that day. 


Concerning Chrift Feſw. 


His is he whom the World much talk of, but few there be that 
know him, though it be He by whom all things were made, 
n who is the Life of all Creatures, the Beginning of all Creatures, who 
was before all Creatures, without Beginning of Dayes, or end of 
Life, a Prieſt for eyer, and a King, of whoſe Dominion there is 
on end : by him Kings reign, and Dominions are caſt down, though 
they know him not where Self is ſtanding, who is hidden from the 
Worlds wiſedom, and the depth of prudence cannot find him out; 
yet doth he reveal himſelf to ſuch as walk in his Light, which is con » 
trary to all the dark paths of the World, nor can the will of man 
walk therein: but who deny themſelves, that they may learn the 
way of the Lord, to ſuch he freely reveals his way for their recurn, 
that he may bring them down from the ſear of exaltation, and make 
known to them their beginning, are from whence they and digged that 
they may ſee him that bears up the pillars of the Barth, and hath 
laid the foundation thereof; who hath ſet the World in their hearts, 
who ſtood not in hs counſel : ſo that they cannot finde out the 
beginning, nor the end at the work of God; yet will vain man in 
that ſtate be ich: gining touching bim, and from whence he had his 
beginni g who is the Ecernal Word, before all time, glotified in 
the Heavens with the Father, who in time was manifeſt, whieh Word 
became fleſh, and dwelt amorgſt us, and took upon him the form of 2 
+ 4 ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of men; and being 1 in · 
; | " Ja1hion: 
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7 Concerning Chriſt Feſau. 
| falbion as a man, be humbled bimſelf, and become obedient to the 
death,thar he might become a living example to all Generations, which 
no Creature could be, the whole Creation being in the Fall, and ha- 
ving finiſhed the work of Redemption, given him of the Father to do, 
and for which he was begotten, he aſcended far above all Heavens, to 
prepare a place for all that foilow him by Faith in bsi-Ligbt 3 and that 
from thence all ſuch as wait for him, may ſee his appearance as a Sa- 
viour; and only ſuch know him for their Redeemer, who know him 
for their Judge, and Law-giver, who love him, and keep his Com? 
mands; to ſuch he comes, and the Father alſo, and make their abode 


with him. b 


And this is He who is the light ofthe World, and lighteth every min 
that comes into the World; who ſtands at the door and knocks, and if 
any hear his voice and open, he will come in and {up wich him; and ſuch 

know him, and he knows them who hear his voice, by which they are 
* quickned out of the traſpaſſes and fins, ard the Seed of God raiſed out 

ot death, but where Death reigns, Chriſt is rejected, and the wiſdom by 
which Fe ſhould be known is fooliſhnefs. | 
So, if you defire ro know him who is not of this World, but 
whe is before the World was, a Witneſs againſt all the Worlds ways 
and wickedneſs, then mind that Light in you which thus witneſſeth; 
for as Chriſt is, ſo is his Light that leads co him; for that which bears 
reſimony againſt the World, is not of the World, even as he is not 
ef the World, and fo leads out of the World, to him who is not 
known in the World: for the World by wiſdom knows him not. 
And as thou follows the Light our of the World, thou wilt come 
to ſee the Seed, which by the Worlds wiſdom and Flory is cruci- 
fied; to which Seed are all the Promiſes, and wherein is. all the 
Knowledge of God and Chriſt : ard as that Seed is raiſed, therein 
is the Father revealed, and his Power” and God- head, in his Son 
ſeſus Chriſt, which in bim dwells, and without him is not revealed, 
but being known, is Life Eternal, ard. Eternal Power, ard Eternal 
Glory, arid Riches, made manifeſt in the Light: for as you know 
this Seed raiſed by the ſame Spirit, chet raiſed ſeſus Chriſt from the 
death; So ſhall you fee him to whim all Power and judgment is 
committed in Heaven and Earth: «nd for whem, and by whom, 
all things were made in Heaven and Earth: of whom it is ſaid, 
When he bringeth his onely begotten Son into the World, let all 
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Concerning Chriſt Fe ſuu. 71 
the Angels worſhip bim; who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his 
Miniſters a flame of fire; whoſe Fleſh is the Lite of Men, and his 
Light is as a Law that goeth forth, whereby Man is led to his food, 
and the Sons of Men ſees out of darkneſs; and this is be who cannot 
be limited, nor his Perſon reſtrained in one place, who, filleth Heg- 
ven and Earth wich his preſence, and appeareth at bis plezſure to 
his owu; (though the. wiſe of the World knows him not, and 
therefore limit him above the Stars) who dwelleth in the bodies of 
his Saints; But as for the Reprobates, they know®him not ſo, 
who have put the good day far frem them, and hate reproof, that 
they may ſpend their dayes in folly, and feed themſelves with the 
wind, and fil their hearts with carnal delights; When the hearts 
of the Children of Light are eſtabliſhed with grace, yet theſe will 
be diſputing about the Body cf Chriſt; but the body of fin rules 
in them, whereby they are darkned and become heare-blind, paſt 
feeling the meaſure of God, whoſe hearts are overcharged with furs 
feicing,and cares of the Word, and their minds corrupted wich Eartbly 
things. a 

To ſuch I fay, Ceaſe your: imaginations, 'as to find out what 
Chriit is in that ate, for he alone reveales bimſelf in Spirit, to ſuch 
as wait in the Light, and love that which is pure; to ſuch his appear» 
ance is as the Sun, whoſe rifing is not by the wili-of Man, but for 
his appearing all the World muſt wait, to be refreſhed with the 
beans of his Glory, and to all who are yet in the night {hall he ap- 
pear, if you look towards the place of his riſing, which is not, Lo 
here, Lo there; but within you in your hearts: and all who are 
come to the ſure Word of Propheſie, as to a Light that ſhines in a 
dark place, to which you do well to take heed, tillthe day dawn, 
and the day ſtar- ariſe in your hearts, you ſhall ſee the Son ariſe where 
the day-ſtar appears; in your hearts, if in the Light you wait that 
ſhines in the darkness: and yon {hall feel the vertue and life of bim, 
and receive thereof to hve in the {ame with him: and you (hall ſee 


bim as he is, and Know him to be the Son of Righteouſneſs, whoſe: 


ariſing is with healing in his wings, and whoſe breaking forth is upon 

all his Enemies which over the Seed hath raigned; whole ſpiritual 

weapons are mighty through God to the pulling. down ſtrong holds, 

caſting down imaginations, and every high thing chat exalcethir ſelf 

againſt the Knowledge of God, and; bringing into mini mu = 
| thought: _ 
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72 Concerning Chriſt Feſws EY 
though to the obedience of himſelf, and having in readineſs to res 
venge all diſobedience when your obedience is fulfilled,”  - 

And thus the Saints know the Son, with bis Light, his Power and 
Dominion over all: things, in Heaven and in Earth; who rules in 
righteouſneſs in the hearts of his people, trampling down Satan 

under their feet, which Son of God Hypocrites call,- Lord, Lord, 
dut the Devil they ſerve and obey ; ard though ſuch have got the 
words of the Lord, and Chriſt, and Jeſus, yet they know not his 
Eight, his Power, bis Kingdom, and Dominion, over fin and the De- 
vil ia them, to ſer them free therefrom, by bis Light and Life: Nor 
his Blood to waſh them from their pollutions, and to preſent them 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, And ſo you have made 
the Name of Chriſt a reproach e mong the Nations M who call him a 
Redeemer, but lives in your ſins: So as ſuch as profeſs not the ſylla- 
bles of Chriſt and Jeſus, even from a principle of God within them, 
3 them become your Judges, as to moderation, faithfulneſs, and 
honeſly. | 
.N 5 it is manifeſt amongſt you, that the Name of Jeſus which gives 
the Saints victory over ſin, you know not; Who have it in words, and 
therewith make a cover for your ſin, your pride, luſt, and exceſs, What 
covetouſneſs,and all manner of unrigkteouſneſs is covered over with a 
profeſſion of the Name of Chriſt,which redeems from thoſe things all 
that knows him: For none knows Jeſus further then they know a Sa- 
viour from ſin; And not a cover for ſin, and live in it; for the promiſe 
of the Father is, He ſpall ſave his people from their ins. And the Chil- 
dren of the Promife knows this to be ſo without a cover or meaning, 
tolive in fin. And none knows Chriſt, but who knows the anointing, 
and ſuch need no man to teach them, but as the anointing teachech 
them all things that is true, if they abide therein, and there is no lye in 
it. 
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But who ſayes they know Chriſt and are redeemed; and com- 
mits ſin, not keeping bis commands, is a Lyar, and ſo abides not in 
the Truth, and Anointing: And ſo of is the Devil, and not of Chriſt, 
for ke that abides in Cbriſt, ſin not: For the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
is Power over ail tin, as it is known, and the Creature baptized into 
it by Faith, So all that know. Chriſt, know the Seed, the Promiſe, the 
Word of Life, the Covenant, the Heritage, the Righteoutrels, 

the Kingdom, the Power, the Glory whichis not of this 1 
1 | | the 
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Comctrning the Miniftry of Chriſt. 73 
the Father of all: which you that commits ſin have not ſeen, Nei- 
ther can ſay any that Jeſus is Lord but by the Spirit; ſo you whoſe 
knowledge is without, another Kord rulech within. 


Concerning the Miniſtry of Cbriſt. 


HE Miniſters of Chriſt areever called out of the World, and 
contrary to the World, contrary to their own wills, and- the 

wills of all fleſh, for ſuch have the Word who are begotten of the 
Word, and ſuch are begotten contrary to the will of man, and 
through ſuch came the Scriptures, which came not by the will of 
man, but by the Spirit, and fo are of no private interpretations, 
nor are bis Miniſters of any private Call, but of himſelf, who bach 
all Creatures in his hand, to chuſe whom be will, to go on his meſ- 
ſage, nor would he ever ſend by any whom the Kings of the Earth 
did chuſe, nor the Powers thereof, but ſuch as they called and ſex 
up without his immediate call, was ever the great Enemies to ſuch as 
he ſeat, and this is evident in all the Scriptures, and in all Hiſto- 
ries ſince, that, when ever the myſtery of iniquity had ſpread over, 
and darkneſs bad paſſed over his ſeed, and his people had broken his 
Covenant and loſt his Word, then he in love to his people, ſent out 
ſome immediately who had his word in them to bear witneſs to the 
Lord, againſt all their backſlidings and ſelf-ways and formal wor- 
ſhips, and to ſuch the Worlds Minilters, or rather Maſters, was ever e- 
nemies, and ſought to ſtir up the powers of men againſt them to de. 
vour them, always under the name of Blaſphemers and Hereticks, 
and deſtroyers of Worſhip, and Peace-breakers, and En:m'es to Au- 
thority, when they are ſent of God to tellifie againſt their falſe wor- 
ſhips, and to break the peace of the wicked one, who keeps his houſe 
in peace till a ſtrouger tken he comes. And this you ſhall find record- 
ed through all the Seriptures, and all Hiſtories, of perſecution in 
all Ages, and at this day: and you ſhall never find that ever any of 
theſe could joyn in, with the worlds worſhips, but crved them down, 
their Prieſts, cheir Prophets, their dayes, their times, their places, 
their whole Worſhip, who was gone out into the World from the 
Word and Spirit, for which they were ever envied of them who was 
therein, and ſuch as they had deceived thereby, for the World ever 
loves its own, but he that is * (God teſtifies againſt the World 
f an 


74 Concerning the Miniftry of crit. 
and the deeds thereof that they are evil, therefore hated thereby, for the 
truths ſake. | 

And as the Miniſters of Chriſt are ever called out of rhe World, 
and the things thereof, ſo they are not careſull for the things of the 
World, but he who is their Miniſter is their maintainer, whom they 
preach, and ſo they that preach the Goſpel live of the Goſpel, ſq 
never any of bis ſought ro the people for means, nor bear rule by it, 
nor ſought for their gain from their 1 nor tar ght for the 
fleece, preached for hire, nor propheſied for mony, for peices of 
bread, nor bandfuls of Corn, none of Chriſts Miniſters ever lived 
in Parſonages, nor lived upon Tythes, nor ever went to Law with 
their Flock for carnal things ; they were never called Maſters of their 
bearers, but Servants; they were never approved by Men to whom 
they were to preach, but was ſent of God to preach to ſuch as ſought 
him not, nor them neither; and amongſt ſuch bey in all things ap- 
proving themſelves to be Minifters of God, (that the Miniſtry te 
not blamed) In much patience, in affliction, in neceſſities, in diſtreſ- 
ſes, in ſtripes, in priſonments, in tumulte, in labours, in watcdings, 
in faſtings, by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long · ſufſeri g, by kinds 
neſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love-unfained, by the Word of Truth, by 
the Power of God, by the armour of righteouſneſs on the right hand 
and onthe left; by honour and diſhonour,by evil report and good re- 
port, as Deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well Known; 
as dying, and yet live; chaſtned, ſorrowful, poor, baving nothing, 
wandring up and down, having no certain dwelling place; and in 
this ſtate their reward was, that they might keep the Goſpel without 
Charge, arid yet they was ever bated by ſuch as was approved of Men, 
who ſtirred up ſuch as they preached to for their hire, to perſecute 
them that preached freely, yet muſt they not ceaſe but preach freely; 
even againil their owa wills, to ſuch as are ſo far from bireing them, 
as they would rather devour them, chen hear them, yet will hire and 
hear them of their own chooſings ; And this muſt be, that the grace 
by God may appear to be free, and he be found of them that ſovght him 
nE. 

And this was eve his way, who will be taught of none, nor ſhall 
any chuſe for him, by whom he hall ſend, nor ſhall any whom he 

ever want, nor take care for ought afore-band, that they may 

follow their Maſter, and be as their Lord, who ſhall feed 8 
eck 
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ſeek to none for food, but what God gives: For it is not like that 
they ſhould feed others with everlaſting food, who dare not truſt 
God for carnal food: For God will not bave ſuch as are of his Fa- 
mily to rake care for food or raiment, nor wherewith to feed others 8 
for who hath the Word in them, in which all fulneſs is, need not ſtudy 
what to ſay, nor have a divination to make, what to preach, like 
them who have not the Word in them, but what they ſteal from an- 
other, or fetch out of the bottomleſs Pit by divination and witch» 
craft, who can havethe Word in their own times and wills, againſt 
whom they will, and to flatter whom they will; whocry peace to 
ſuch as put into their mouths, elſe they prepare War againſt them, 
who mind Earthly things; whoſe God is their Belly, who talk againſt 
pride, and live in it; againlt covetouſneſs,and live in it; who preach 
againſt ſin, but cannot ceaſe from ſin: And ſuch as they are, ſuch is 
their Hearers, who in words confeſs Chriſt, bat in works deny him. 
And theſe are they who for their pride, pleaſures, and carnal ends, 
have changed all the Lords Worſhip from what it was both in matter 
and manner, means and maintenance, and ſo have ſcattered the 
Lords people into Sects and Opinions, Forms, Cuſtomes, and Tra- 
ditions in every Nation, as may beſt ſuit their wicked wills; for 
which they pertend decency, order, and neceſſity, fo that not one is 
found in the Way of God, nor Form of true worſhip, as the Scriptures 
will own, without wreſting, and now the Lord is appeared in the true 
Way as Chriſt left it wich his Diſciples co gather bis own from off all 
theſe Mountains where they are ſcattered, all the Idol-Shepherds are 
gathering againſt him to Battel, of all ſorts, not willing to hear of the 
living way, which is but one, in which there is no Rent, Sect, Error, and 
Opinion, but Chriſtin all; nay, one can ſcarcely grieve a Tow. Teach- 
er worſe, then to tell bim of the Apoſtles way of preaching, their 
Call, their Spirit, theis wandrings, their wages, their word, and way 
of walking in this World, and amongſt their Hearers,as is declared in 
Scripture without a meaning, or liberty to change it according to the 
times. 

Nay, though all their Pariſh be Believers (as they call them) yer 
can they not believe they ſhall get their wages from them without a 
Law to compel them, ſo that though they bave begot a larger Faich 
' 40 their hearers then the Apoſtles ever taught; (to wit) that though 
they commit fin while they live, FR they may be ſaved and ſet free 
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76 Concerning the Miniftry of Cbriſt. 
when they did, yet have not they ſo much Faith themſelves as to be 
lie ve, they will pay them their wages, without it be forced from them, 
that which none of Chriſts Miniſters ever did, either in Law or Goſpel; 
ſo we may not (ay that theſe are Minifters of Chriſt, or like them, if we 
will ſpeak truth and take Chriſts Rule to judge by, who ſaith, By their 
fruits you hall know them. 

Nor ſhouldI have ſpoken thus much of them in this place, did they 
but call themſelves the Miniſters of men, made fo by them, and ſo up- 
holden,and maintained; but ſuch as call themſelves Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and walk ſo far unlike him and his in all things, I ſay, to ſuch as are found 
in theſe things; Your ways teſtifie to your face, and before all men, 
that you are no mere like the Miniſters of Ghriſt, then they that walk - 

ed in your ſteps before you: So ſearch the Scriptures, and ſearch your 
hearts with the Light of Giriſt,and know your portien,and count me 
not your enemy for telling you the truth, however have cleared my 
Conſcience in love to your ſouls,though ſuch as are deceived through 
Blind zeal and envy cannot receive it. 


Concerning Free- Wil. 


Here is no VVill free for God, but t hat which is free from ſin; 
which V Vill Man loſt in the Fall when he let in the will of the 
Devil, and entred into ii; wherein Man become in bondage.” Ard 
all that man, in that ſtate, knows of the Free- VVill, is that which 
moves in him, againſt the V Vill of the fleſh, and of the Detil, which 
is ſeen in the Light of Chriſt,, And this is the V Vill of God; whereby 
he willeth not the death of the ſinner. And this VVi l of God is ma- 
niſeſt, according to the Spirit Which is free, always moving com- 
trary to the will of the fleſh, which is in bondage to the Devil, And 
this will chat is free, only thoſe who abide in the Light, do feet the 
moving of it preſent, in the Spiric : And as the Spiritual man is 
quickned by the VVord of God, and that man born which is not of 
the fteſh, - nor of the will of it; ſo is that will ſeen again in man which 
is free, wherein the Creature is made free from the will of the fleſh, 
which is bondage. So the Spiricual man bach the Spiritual will which 
is free, and t hat is ſrom above: And the Carnal'man which is from 
below, his VVill keeps in bondage, who is contrary to Oed in all 
| | things 
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things. So the firſt born hath not the Free Will, for who is born al- 
ter the fleſh, thereof is kept in bondage; but who is begotten again 
of the Word from above, is free-born, (when be is born) who is 
born of rhe Spitit; for where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is li- 
berey 3 but where the ſpirit of the World is, there is bondage: for 
as is the Man, ſo is his Will: So with the Light of Chriſt which ſhews 
you the thoughts of the hezrt, if you it diligently mind, you may 
ſee the two motions of the two Wills, each contrary to other: the 
one after the flz(h : the other after the Spirit: So whether oſ theſe 
wills thou art ſervant to, that thou mayſt be ſaid to have, and to the 
other thou art an enemy; for no man hath Free-Will [urther then 
he is joyned to it, though he that is in his own will may feel the will 
of God contrary to him and that Will he is in; yet can he not come 
to it, until he own that which leads him to take up the Croſs to his 
firſt Will, and inthe Croſs to bis own Will is he born, who bath 
the Will of God, wherein God worketh to will and to do, of bis 
good pleaſure in the Male and in the Female, even the plant of God, 
who hath the Will of God, the Mind of God, the Heart of God, 
as in meaſure he it formed in the Creature. So man hath not Free- 
will furcher then he is free born from above of the Seed that finneth 
not, and the growth in that Seed js mans freedom; but while this 
lies under the Earthly Will and ſelf; thereby it is denyed, though 
the Free-will may often move in the Creature to Holineſs, and be 
felt in the Light of Chriſtas a Tender of healing; yea, and would 
lead co Holineſs and healing, where its minded and obeyed, for that 
will which is of God onely leads to God; by which Will we are 
ſanctified ard ſaved : but you that ſtand in the Will of the fleſh, re- 
fiſts, and ſo you will not come to me, that you may have life, for 
the Willof God which is Life, is free, and freely rendered in Chriſt 
Jeſus to every Creature; and in the Light which reproves the evil 
deeds, itis ſeen : but they that reſiſt Free- Grace, teſiſt Free- Will; 
for that's Free-Grace which ſheus a man his fin, and reproves fur 
it, which would lead to God, and to deny all ungodlineſs and world- 
ly luſts, and ſo to live Godly, Righteouſly, and Soberly in this evi 
World. And that's Free<will, which wills not that thou thon'd com- 
mit (in ; which Will is,that thou ſhouldſt not die: So mans deſtructi?- 
on is of himſelf, and felf-will, by which he reſiſts the will of God 


but Salvation is of the Will of God which is free, and in the neg.” 
ſure: 
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ſare of God is this freedom found and enjoyed : So that in Chriſt I 
have Free · Will; but in the fleſh is bondage: therefore the fleſh muſt 
be denied by all that will own freedom in will or deed; for none bath 
Free · will but who in the Light of Chriſt hath learned to deny their own 
Wills, and ſuch knows, that in the firſt man is neither will nor deed that 
is free from ſin, nor for God, and his Work, or Worſhip; for God bath 
concluded the whole man under ſin, that the gift of Grace might ap- 
pear to be free, that all might glory in the Lord, and the whole trea- 
ſures be found in him, to whom every tongue ſhall confeſs, when the 


glory of man ſhall come to an end, to his praiſe, who is bleſſed for 


£vermore. 


Concerning th: RefurreRion, 


I 4. il Reſurreftiin, and the Life, (ſaith Chriſt) he that believeth 


in me though he were dead, et ſball he live, and whoſeever liveth and 


Y believeth in me (ball never die, Bleſſed is he that this knoweth and be- 


6: ; 5 . 


lieveth, which is the firſt Reſurrection, for on ſuch the ſecond death ſhall 


have no power: yet the day cometh, in which all that are in the Graves 


Gall hear the voice of the Judge, and ſball come forth; they that have done 
Ceod unte the Reſurreftion of Life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the Reſurrectios of condemnation. Think of this you wicked work- 
ers, Who live and die in your fins, and yet pleaſe your ſelves with 
king of the Reſurrection, and what a glorious day it will be; a 

day te you will it be, who are found in your ſins, and in love 


4 af the World, you profane Eſaus, and curſed Nimrods, and proud 


Hamant, who trample upon the diſpiſed Seed of innocency, you 
muſt not then ſtop the mouth of truth any longer, but right muſt be 
heard and paſs, as to the high ſo te the low; you Hypocrites who 
confeſs God in words, but in works deny him; what will this be to 
you, when your fair Covers muſt be taken away, and by your works 
you mult be judged ? will he ſay to you, Becauſe you have been great 
talkers of me, therefore your deceits ſhall not be laid open, I will 
firſt make you clean, before I judge you; but ali others will] judge 
as I find them? you that are pleading for ſin while you live, and 


- bolinefs when you are dead, you will not then find it as you have 


conceited, but as you are found: A terrible day will this be unto 


you gba; dye in your fins ; And this thg Chilgren of Light knows, 


whom 


Conterning the Reſarreion; 


ReſurreRion, though you ſee them preparing for it, by calting of 
the deeds of darkneſs, and works of the flelb, and all the ungodly 


wayes of the World, the pleaſures and vanities thereof; and efteea» ' - 4 


ing more of the Croſs of Chriſt, and the reproach of the World, 
counting that greater riches then the preſent Glory of the World, 
and friendſhip thereof; which were our hope only in this life, we 
were of all men moſt miſerable, who bave denied all theſe things for 
the Lord, that in him we might be found at that day, in whom we 
look for a better Reſurrection, which did not we ſee to be an un- 
fearchable reward, we have an oppotunity to rerurn; but a better 
Country we deſire, and we know that a City is prepared for us, 
whoſe Maker is God, a durable habitation in the Heavens, Which 
ſuch who love the World cannot receive; and therefore in your 
Carnal hearts imagine carnal things, N Heavenly thin 

with Earthly, and praiſing the preſem World, and conforming to it, 
loving and worſhipping the Creature more then the Creator; there 
fore bath God appointed a day, wherein be will judge the World in 


Righteouſneſs, and give a juſt recompence, when the Lord himſelf Y 


ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the Arch- 
Angel the quick and the dead to Judge, and the dead in Chriſt ſhall 


- riſe firſt, as ſaith the Scripture, wherefore Bleſſed are tbey that die i 
the Lerd; but woe to you that die in your fins at that day, W 


neither live nor die in the Faith of Chriſt: And you are they whe 

live and die in that Faith, that you cannot be ſer free from fm while 

you live; for this is not the Faith of Chriſt, nor did ever any of his 

profeſs it, or die in it : But believe him that is able to ſave to the ut- 

termoſt all that come to him: So as is your Faith unclean, ſo ſhall be 

2 Reſurrection unclean; for all that die in that Faith, die in their 
ns. 

But to ſuch buſie miads who are ſaying, How are the dead raĩ - 
ſed? and with what bodies do they come? I ſay, to ſuch the Apo» 
ſtles words are very ſuicable, Thon foel, that which thou ſoweſs is net 
quickued except it die : So to ſuch I fay, po to the Figure and read 
if chou canſt with all thy curious wiſdom, which is fooliſhneſs with 
God, for to ſach the Parable is, but the myſtery is ſealed with the 
Sons of God; nor can any ever know with what bodies they ſhall 


wif, but why comes tagbe ficlk of hrt, and dee, Moby... 
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whom your envious minds is accuſing, as though they denyed thewy 


we gh bbeteck i the life, dye he Serpent, And opens the nb? | 

kill then curſed is he that reveals that which God bath ſealed 

Hidden from: the Serpents wiſdom : ſo you that are wiſe in your 

you may read 1 Cor. 15. and you may fee the. Apoſile 

fan words to that purpoſe, and if you cannot underſtand is 

er can you do mine: yet doth the Sons of God (Who are 

or che incorruptible ſeed) know the ĩncorruptible body that ſhall 

a old. therefore doth give up the corruptible to be tortured 

by they 1 75 of the wicked and bloody Perſecutors, for the honour of 
+l, 55 7 bath called us thereto, by hom the inward man is daily re- 
ee Bough the outward man periſh,and from whom we have aſſu- 

when this earchly Tabernable is diſſolved; we ſhall be cloth- 

ft dom above; which cibathing we ſee by faith, not by what the 

2 can ſee, or comprehend; for that which is ſeen is temporal, 

which i not ſeen is eternal : and all fleſh is not the ſame, nor 

910 axthe Earth ; for there is Heavenly hodies, and there is 

cannot the Earthly reveal the Heavenly, nor judge 

$15 the Re ſurrection of the dead;he that hath an Ear let 

den and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. 
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